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DISCOURSE; 


DELIVERED  IN  THE  EAST  PARISH  IN  BRAPFORD.,  DECEMBER  22,  1820 


TWO  HUNDRED  YEARS  AFTER  THE  FIRST  SETTLEMENT  IN 


Containing  aHistoxy  oltTae  To^n- 


BY  GAHDNEH  B,  PERM.  A.  M. 

Pastor  of  the  Congregational  Society  in  the  East  Parish,  Bradford. 


HAVERHILL^ 

PKINTED  BT  BUB..EILL  AUB  HSF..SST. 
1621. 


Moar  of  llie  facts  con(.-»ined  in  this  discourse  have  been  gathered  by  person- 
al enquiry.  It  is  not  improbable  there  may  be  a  triffling  inaccuracy  in  some  of 
the  dates,  though  I  can  hardly  think  after  all  that  has  been  done  to  get  to  the 
tnilh,  there  will  be  found  many  very  important  errors  on  this  subject.  But 
as  the  memories  of  men  are  not  alwa3  S  to  be  depended  upon,  it  may  be  proper 
to  observe,  I  have  endeavoured  to  state  the  truth,  and  believe  I  have  taken 
proper  pains  to  ascertain  it.  With  these  observations,  I  now  commit  the 
discourse  to  my  beloved  people,  for  whose  entertainment  it  was  at  first  written, 
with  my  best  wishes,  for  their  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare. 

THE  AUTHOR. 
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DISCOURSE. 


2  KINGS  XX.  20. 

And  the  rest  op  the  acts  of  hezekiah,  and  all  his  might,  and  how 
he  made  a  pool,  and  a  conduit,  and  brought  water  imto  the  city, 
are  they  not  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  of  the 
kings  of  judah  ? 

The  countenance  afforded  in  this  and  many  other  pas- 
sages of  scripture,  to  the  habit  of  recording  what  men  do^ 
and  the  improvements  they  make  in  the  various  business 
of  life,  will  be  my  support  in  calling  your  attention  this 
day  to  some  of  the  events  connected  with  the  history  of 
this  town. 

It  is  well  known  to  you,  that  two  hundred  year«?  have 
now  rolled  away,  since  the  first  settlement  was  made  in 
Plymouth  by  a  company  of  men,  whose  object  as  ex- 
pressed by  themselves,  was  "  to  w^alk  in  all  the  ways  of 
God  made  known  or  to  be  made  known  to  them,  accord- 
ing to  their  best  endeavours.'^    This  prepared  the  way 
for  others  to  come ;  and  in  the  year  16^8,  the  proprietors 
of  that  section  of  this  country,  which  constitutes  the  great- 
er part  of  this  commonwealth,  sent  over  Mr.  Endicotte 
with  about  a  hundred  planters,  who  arrived  at  the  place 
now  called  Salem,  the  6th  of  September  the  same  year, 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  that  town.    The  next  summer, 
this  new  Colony  received  an  accession  of  above  three 
hundred  planters  more,  and  with  them,  two  eminent  di- 
vines, Mr.  Francis  Higginson  and  Samuel  Skelton. 
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Soon  after  their  arrival^  that  is,  on  the  6th  of  August^  the 
pt'i  -ons  proposing  to  unite  in  church  relation,  gave  their 
public  assent  to  a  confession  of  faith,  and  then  solemnly 
covenanted  with  God  and  each  other,  to  walk  in  the  or- 
dinances of  Christ.     Messrs.  Higginson  and  Skelton 
were  tlien  set  apart  as  ministers  of  said  church,  the  former 
as  tea(  her,  the  latter  as  pastor,  at  which  solemnity  the 
churcii  at  Plymouth  assisted  by  their  delegate.  This 
w  as  the  first  church  fully  organized  in  New  England  ; 
that  at  Plymouth,  tlie  only  one  of  an  earlier  date,  had 
not  a  rei;ular  pastor  till  after  this.    On  the  30th  of  July 
1(53(5,  Governor  Winthrop.  Lieutenant  Governor  Dudley, 
]Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  AVilson,  entered  into  a  formal 
and  solemn  covenant  of  fjiith  and  practice,  according 
to  the  gospel  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  first  church 
in  Charlestown,  where  on  the  S7th  of  August  following, 
Mr.  AVilson  was  ordained  pastor,  w^hich  was  the  first 
ordination  in  this  state.  In  March  1633,  John  Winthrop, 
son  of  the  governor,  w  ith  twelve  men  began  a  plantation 
at  what  is  now  called  Ipswich,  the  next  year  a  church 
w  as  formed,  and  in  April,  the  people  being  without 
a  minister,  the  governor  walked  there  on  foot  from  Bos- 
ton, spoilt  the  siibbath  and  exercised  himself  by  way  of 
Proplipsyins;*  that  is  in  public  teaching  and  exhortation. 
In  1684,  Nathaniel  Ward,  from  England,  became  their 
minister,  and  on  the  :2(3th  of  February  1630,  Mr.  Nathan- 
icl  Rogers  was  settled  in  the  same  place  as  colleague 
with  Mr.  Norton,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Ward,  and  it 
wa-  this  last  circumstance  which  led  to  the  settlement  of 
Rowley,  ofwiruh  this  town  formerly  constituted  a  part: 
for  when  Mr.  Ezekiel  Rogers,  with  about  sixty  indus- 
trious families  came  from  Yorkshire,  in  England,  to  this 
( oiintiy,  he  was  influenced  in  his  choice  of  a  place  of 
!5ctiU'iiuMit,  by  a  desire  of  being  near  and  enjoying  the 
company  of  Nathaniel  Rogers,  who  we  have  mentioned 
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as  settled  in  Ipswich.    Mr.  Rogers  arrived  in  this  coun- 
try in  the  fall  of  16:^8.    He  called  the  place  of  his  settle- 
ment Rowley,  after  the  place  where  he  had  formerly 
served  in  the  gospel  of  Christ.    As  many  of  your  ances- 
tors sat  under  his  ministry,  you  will  feel  a  special  in- 
terest in  him  when  you  attend  to  a  short  account  of  his 
life.    He  was  a  man  of  considerahle  note,  as  is  evident 
from  his  preaching  the  election  sermon  in  1643,  only 
about  four  years  after  his  arrival.    He  was  abundant  in 
his  labours,  and  for  several  of  the  first  years  of  his  minis- 
try enjoyed  much  peace  and  comfort  with  his  people,  saw 
the  work  of  God  flourish  and  grow  among  them.  But 
after  the  settlement  of  a  colleague,  which  happened  about 
ten  or  twelve  years  after  his  arrival  in  this  country,  and 
which  seemed  to  be  necessary  from  the  numerous  calls 
lie  had  to  attend  to,  there  arose  jealousies  and  con- 
tentions among  his  people,  which  rendered  the  remainder 
of  his  life  unhappy.    He  experienced  also  domestic  af- 
fliction, buried  two  wives,  all  his  children,  and  had  his 
house  and  most  of  his  papers  burned  on  the  night  follow- 
ing his  third  marriage.    This  last  circumstance  renders 
our  information  concerning  the  early  history  of  this  town 
less  perfect  than  it  would  otherwise  have  been.    He  lost 
also  the  use  of  his  right  arm  by  a  fall  from  his  horse, 
and  was  obliged,  late  in  life,  to  learn  to  write  with  his 
left  hand.    But  he  seems,  through  the  grace  of  Crod,  to 
have  been  generally  patient  and  submissive  under  these 
manifold  tribulations,  and  to  adopt  what  I  suppose  was 
his  own  expression  on  the  subject,  ^  to  have  believed  and 
expected  after  having  made  the  voyage  of  this  life  over 
a  troubled  sea,  he  should  reach  the  haven  of  everlasting 
rest.'    His  last  sickness  was  of  a  lingering  nature,  which 
he  bore  with  christian  patience,  and  died  January  22. 
1668,  aged  79.    He  left  his  property,  which  was  consid- 
erable, to  the  town  of  Rowley,  for  the  support  of  the  gos- 
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pel.    ilis         which  I  have  seen,  is  still  in  good  preser- 
vation.* 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  who  came  with  Mr.  Rogers, 
were  weavers ;  and  soon  after  their  arrival  in  this 
country,  they  set  up  a  fulling  millj  employed  their  chil- 
dren in  spinning  cotton,  and  were  the  first  who  manufac- 
tured cloth  in  North  America. 

Just  at  what  time  this  part  of  the  town  was  settled,  1 
iiave  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  It  was  not  however 
long  after  the  first  settlement  in  Rowley,  and  as  it  appears 
by  some  of  the  younger  families  who  came  to  that  place. 
The  first  house  built  in  the  town,  was  on  the  north  of  the 
road  leading  to  Haverhill,  and  about  40  rods  above  Mr. 
Francis  KimbalTs,  where  the  cellar  may  yet  be  seen. 
It  was  owned  by  a  Mr.  Jackson,  whose  christian  name 
was  probably  AVilliam. 

The  ilrst  meeting  for  town  affairs  on  record,  was  held 
the  SOth  of  February  1668.  The  name  then  given  to 
this  town  was  Merrimack.  It  was  afterwards  called 
Rowley  Village.  At  a  meeting  held  January  7?  1673, 
the  vote  passed  to  call  the  town  Bradford,  and  the  town 
was  incorporated  by  this  name  in  1673.  But  though  as 
we  have  said  the  first  meeting  on  record  was  in  1668, 
it  does  not  appear  that  this  was,  by  any  means,  the  first 
time  the  people  on  this  river,  met  by  themselves  in  town 
affairs,  for  at  that  time  they  had  a  meeting  house  erected 
and  also  a  parsonage.  Many  circumstances  render  it 
probable,  that  almost  from  the  first  settlement,  though 
connected  with  Rowley,  and  acting  with  them  in  many 
common  concerns,  yet  living  at  such  a  distance,  they  heid 
town  meetings  among  themselves,  chose  their  own  officers, 
and  managed  all  those  concerns  which  did  not  interfere 
with  the  interest  of  the  other  settlement  in  town,  according 

*  A  part  of  this  property,  in  ronsrqucnco  of  thf  towns  not  having  complice^ 
with  a  condition  contained  in  the  Will,  has  fulleu  to  llurvard  Collcgr. 
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to  their  own  discretion.  And  among  the  circumstances 
which  renders  this  opinion  plausible,  is  that  Bradford  and 
Boxfordj  though  making  but  one  town  with  Rowley^ 
were  not  within  the  first  patent  granted  to  Mr.  Rogers^ 
but  were  the  next  year  granted  to  him  and  to  Mr.  John 
Phillips,  at  the  very  earnest  request  of  Mr.  Rogers. 

Bradford  is  about  8  miles  long  and  3  wide,  and  con- 
tains about  10,000  acres,  and  1650  inhabitants. 

The  soil  is  generally  good  and  sufficiently  various  for 
the  cultivation  of  most  productions  common  to  this  lati- 
tude. The  town  is  bounded  on  one  side  its  whole  length 
by  the  Merrimack,  a  most  beautiful  river,  whose  waters 
afford  considerable  quantities  of  salmon,  shad,  bass, 
sturgeon,  alewives  and  a  variety  of  other  fish.  And  in 
the  spring  there  is  a  vast  number  of  seines  employed  in 
taking  these  inhabitants  of  the  flood.  The  salmon 
cauglit  here  are  esteemed  the  best  of  any  taken  in  the 
waters  of  the  northern  states,  and  often  fetch  from  7^  to 
100  cents  a  pound  in  the  market  at  Boston.  The  quan- 
tity of  fish  is  at  present  much  less  than  formerly.  To 
an  admirer  of  the  works  and  ways  of  God,  hardly  any 
thing  can  be  more  interesting  than  what  is  called  the  run 
of  eels  in  this  rver.  This  generally  takes  place  be- 
tween the  two  run  of  shad.  They  go  up  the  river 
the  beginning  of  May,  in  a  ribband  or  stream  of  about  a 
foot  wide  upon  the  average,  and  three  or  four  inches  in 
depth,  and  every  year  in  the  same  course.  They  are 
from  two  CO  six  inches  in  length,  move  with  considerable 
velocity,  and  continue  to  pass  along  without  interruption 
for  about  four  da^ys  ;  almost  an  inconceivable  number 
must  pass  during  this  time ;  they  are  from  the  salt  water, 
but  how  far  they  go  up  or  what  becomes  of  them  I  have 
not  yet  learned. 

And  now  when  upon  the  subject  of  the  river,  I  think 
it  proper  to  observe,  that  though  in  various  ways  this 


town  in  tonunoii  w  ith  others  upou  its  brinks,  derive 
i^reat  lulvaiitages  from  this  noble  stream,  it  is  obvious  to 
any  person  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  reflect  upon  the 
suf)ject.  that  these  advant.i^es  are  much  less  than  they 
mii;ht,  indeed  oui^ht  to  be.    I  will  mention  among  other 
ihini;s,  that  while  there  is  not  probably  a  more  conven- 
ient place  ill  the  county  of  Essex  for  the  lumber  trade, 
nor  one  where  from  local  circumstances  enterprise  and 
industry  in  that  business,  would  with  more  certainty  be 
crowned  v.  ith  success  than  is  afforded  upon  its  banks 
in  this  parish  ;   yet  it  is  a  fact,  that  for  the  want  of 
such  an  establishment,  the  people,  even  in  this  toMn,  to 
say  nothiui;  of  lioxford,  Rowley,  West  Newbury,  An- 
dover,  kc.  are  often  put  to  inconvenience  for  articles  of 
this  description.    And  the  same  observation  may  be  ex- 
tended to  the  heavy  articles  of  foreign  merchandize,  such 
as  salt,  molasses,  sup;ar,  iron,  &c.    It  would  be  easy  to 
refer  to  other  particulars.    But  it  is  hoped,  this  observa- 
tion will  draw  the  attention  of  some  enterprising  person 
of  our  own  town,  or  of  some  other  place,  to  the  subject. 

The  principle  business  done  in  this  town,  for  many 
years  after  its  settlement,  M  as  the  cultivation  of  the  land. 
And  from  the  productive  nature  of  the  soil,  the  inhabi- 
tants had  much  encouragement  to  do  this.  Many  of 
tijem  set  out  large  orchards,  some  of  the  trees  in  whicli 
grew  to  a  great  si/e.  Several  are  spoken  of  and  re- 
membered, which  in  ])earing  years,  yielded  apples  from 
which  six  and  seven  barrels  of  cider  were  made,  and  a 
few  from  eight  to  ten  barrels.  One  of  the  largest  of  these 
was  on  land  now  owned  hy  Mr.  .Fonathan  Halch,  a  grand- 
son of  the  first  ])astor  of  tliis  church,  by  whom  cider  of 
a  very  superior  (piality  was  made,  familiarly  called 
•  Iniiinlan  Cider,  and  which  for  many  years  bore  the 
hiL^hi'st  price  in  market  of  any  made  in  the  state.  For- 
Mit  rl\  ihcr<^  Wi  rt*  (  nnsiderable  (juantities  of  peaches  and 
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plumbs  produced  in  this  town,  but  for  several  years  past, 
trees  of  this  description  have  not  flourished.  There  is 
however  at  present  an  apparent  change  for  the  better, 
and  the  present  appearance  is,  that  persons  may  now 
cultivate  these  trees  with  the  hope  of  enjoying  the  fruit  of 
them. 

There  was  a  time  between  the  years  I7OO  and  1790, 
when  less  attention  was  paid  to  the  cultivation  of  fruit, 
than  the  real  interest  of  the  town  required,  the  stately 
trees  which  the  fathers  had  planted,  yield  in  great  abun- 
dance, and  the  iuhabitants  seem  hardly  to  have  thought 
these  could  ever  fail,  and  were  therefore  less  careful  to 
provide  for  those  that  should  come  after  them,  than  their 
fathers  had  been  before.  At  the  present  there  is  an  in- 
creased attention  to  this  subject,  several  very  fine  young 
orchards  of  engrafted  fruit,  now  ornament  our  town. 

The  winter  pear,  formerly  called  the  Warden  pear, 
was  introduced  into  this  town  by  Mr.  Wooster, 
brother  to  Francis  Wooster,  grandfather  of  Samuel 
Worcester,  D.  D.  of  Salem,  a  man  who  from  his  sin- 
gular ingenuity,  was  familiarly  called  doctor.  But  wheth- 
er he  cultivated  this  pear  from  the  Dummer  trees  in  By- 
field,  or  imported  it,  cannot  be  certainly  ascertained, 
though  the  last  is  the  most  probable. 

Trade  and  Manufactories, — The  first  store  of  any 
considerable  importance  in  this  town,  was  opened  by 
Moses  Parker,  Esq.  who  for  many  years  did  business  to 
a  considerable  extent,  and  whose  store,  it  is  said,  was 
furnished  .with  a  very  great  variety  of  merchandize. 
There  are  now  about  seven  or  eight  stores  of  greater  or 
less  extent,  in  which  may  be  had  most  of  the  articles  re- 
quired in  common  life,  and  upon  as  good  terms  as  in  any 
other  place  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

Ship  building  has  been  and  would  still  be,  v/ere  it  not 
for  the  present  depressed  state  of  commerce,  a  very  im- 
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})oriaiU  iH'iUicli  of  business  here:  ships  of  rising  four  him- 
ihv'd  tons  may  he  safely  launchetl.  And  with  what 
is  puhlidy  known  on  the  su!)ject,  it  will  not  appear  a 
matter  of  lioasliii:^,  t(»  say,  our  ship  carpenters  are  well 
taui^ht  and  skilful  mechanics.  This  business  was  com- 
mi'iiced  hy  Mr.  John  Atwood,  from  Boston,  in  17^0. 

The  manufactory  of  leather  is  carried  on  to  considera- 
ble extent,  live  tan  ^ards  are  now  in  full  operation. 

This  business  was  first  commenced  by  Shubel  Walker, 
in  the  up|)er  parish,  in  the  early  settlement  of  this  town, 
but  is  now,  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  east  parish. 

Lari^e  (luantities  of  shoes  are  manufactured  here,  and 
sent  to  the  southern  and  middle  states,  the  West  Indies, 
kc  About  l.iO  men  are  constantly  employed  in  this  busi- 
ness, beside  many  who  employ  the  winter  in  it,  who  it 
is  supposed  make  jO.OOO  pairs  of  shoes  and  boots  yearly. 
This  business  as  a  trade,  furnishing'  shoes  for  market, 
was  commenced  by  Daniel  Hardy,  now  of  Pelham, 
about  sixty  years  since,  who  used  to  send  his  shoes  to 
i\>rtsmonth.  lie  was  followed  by  Thomas  Savory,  Esq. 
and  Nathaniel  Alitchell,  who  carried  on  the  business 
extensively,  scrnlin^  their  shoes  to  the  southern  states, 
and  to  tin*  West  Indies.  About  the  time  of  the  french 
revolution,  Mo^cs  Savory  and  a  Mr.  (la^;e,  went  into  the 
same  business,  from  ^vhIch  time  it  has  been  one  of  the 
most  important  articles  in  the  business  of  this  town. 

In  171)^!.  William  Tenny,  ,Tr.  commenced  chaise  mak- 
ing;, siiK  e  ^^  l)i(  h  tinn*  considerable  has  been  done  at  that 
b;i-mes^,  and  is  now  doin:;,  and  perhaps  never  by  more 
skilful  and  industrious  mechanics  than  at  present. 

Thomas  Carlton,  about  the  vear  i700,  set  u])  a  fulling 
mill  on  .l()hn-.nrrs  (  reek,  above  Aaron  Parker's  u|)per  mill, 
\\hei(>  lie  (  all  ied  mi  the  dressins;  of  cloth.  Jn  this  fac- 
Uiry  Mr.  nenjamin  Alorse  |);n  lly  lenrned  the  trade,  who 
In  rnniirdion  >\iih  lii<  sons,  has  for  many  years,  and  to 
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a  considerable  extent,  carried  on  the  business,  and  in  a 
manner  creditable  to  themselves  and  much  to  the  public 
satisfaction. 

A  small  quantity  of  chocolate,  was  about  thirty  years 
since,  manufactured  by  Jesse  Atwood. 

Brass  and  pev/ter  buckles  and  sleigh  bells,  were  to  a 
considerable  amount  made  here  by  Stephen  Foster,  and 
others  for  some  years  before  and  after  the  revolution. 
Nothing  however  is  done  at  this  business  now. 

Coopering  business  has  been  carried  on  in  this  town 
at  different  times  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  very  little 
however  has  been  done  at  it  for  some  years.  This  busi- 
ness is  about  to  be  revived  by  Jotham  Hunt,  who  is  mak- 
ing preparations  for  that  purpose.  During  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  salt  petre  was  made  in  this  place  by  Dea- 
con Samuel  Tenny. 

In  1800,  was  commenced  the  manufactory  of  Straw 
Bonnets,  which  is  now  carried  on  to  a  considerable  extent 
in  this  town,  and  much  to  the  advantage  of  those  who  are 
employed  in  it. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  Tobacco  is  manufactured 
in  this  town.  This  business  was  commenced  in  1770^ 
by  Moses  Parker,  Esq.  a  man  excelled  by  few  in  real 
mechanical  powers  of  mind.  When  he  commenced  this 
business,  he  was  but  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  and 
never  had  enjoyed  but  one  opportunity  of  seeing  the  ma- 
chinery used  in  this  work. 

Mines,  8fc. — I  have  not  learned  that  any  other  than 
iron  mine  has  been  known  to  exist  in  this  place,  of 
this  there  is  apparently  a  lai'ge  quantity  in  the  east  part 
of  the  town. 

Clay  of  different  qualities  is  found  in  many  parts  of 
the  town,  suitable  for  the  common  purposes  for  which  it 
is  used.  There  is  one  bed  in  the  east  part  of  the  town, 
of  a  finer  quality,  w  hich  I  have  reason  to  believe  might 
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l)e  worked  to  advantage  in  making  the  finer  articles  of 
the  Potter. 

TIkmo  are  two  springs  in  the  east  parish,  one  on  the 
land  of  Thomas  Savory,  Esq.  the  other  on  that  of  Isaiah 
Jewitt,  the  waters  of  which  are  empregnated  w  ith  irou^ 
and  if  properly  improved  and  secured  from  other  water, 
might  no  douht  be  used  to  advantage  by  persons  afflicted 
with  disorders  for  which  calybiate  w  aters  are  prescribed. 

It  being  the  o[)inion  of  some  who  professed  to  have 
knowledge  and  experience  on  the  subject,  that  there  was 
mineral  coal  and  lead  in  the  hill  between  the  east  meet- 
ing hou^e  and  the  river,  an  attempt  was  made  to  as- 
certain the  fact  in  1808,  and  a  considerable  time  and 
property  expended,  but  without  success.  But  I  can 
hardly  suppose  any  one  acquainted  with  mining,  would 
from  looking  at  what  was  d<>np,  consider  this  failure  as 
any  very  [)ositivc  evidence  that  there  is  none  there. 

.l//7/tf,  ^V. — Johnson's  creek  affords  the  greatest  and 
indeed  the  only  considerable  means  fjr  water  works  in 
tiiis  town,  and  it  lias  been  considerablv  ira  trovcd  for 
this  purpose,  for  on  it  have  stood,  or  are  now  standing, 
four  saw  mills,  five  grist  mills,  three  fulling  mills,  two 
l)ark  mills.  The  iirst  of  these  was  a  grist  mill,  stand- 
ing below  Ihe  rciad  leading  from  Mr.  Daniel  Kimball's 
to  deacon  Thomas  •Morse's,  and  was  set  up  by  Edward 
Carlton,  the  first  person  born  in  Rowley,  or  his  father, 
probably  about  the  year  1()70.  This  mill  is  not  now 
standiiii;,  nor  is  the  place  where  it  stood  occupied.  In 
1780,  deacon  riiiiieas  Carlton,  built  a  mill  lower  down 
the  8lr<'ani.  just  on  the  o|)posi{e  side  of  the  creek  from 
tliat  on  which  Mr.  Aaron  Parker's  upper  mill  now  stands, 
and  had  the  >.lui(  e  dug  which  is  now  in  repair.  This 
was  (IcMie.  by  jol)  for  70  dollars,  by  Cuff  Dole,  a  ])erson 
of  (olor.  of  remarkable  strength,  steady  habits,  and  who 
died  in  the  comfortable  liope  of  a  blessed  immortality. 
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In  1750,  Joseph  Kimball  ant!  Eiiphalet  Havdy^  set 
up  the  lower  mill  so  called,  and  as  it  was  a  work  of  con- 
siderable magnitude  to  build  the  damn,  and  the  mill  great- 
ly needed^  the  inhabitants  volunteered  their  services, 
some  men  only  of  common  properly,  subscribing  and 
afterwards  performing  from  fifteen  to  twenty  days  labor. 

In  1790,  Re  tier  Parker  built  a  tanyard  near  the  low- 
er mill,  and  contrived  to  have  the  stone  with  which  the 
bark  is  ground,  moved  by  water  instead  of  horses,  as 
was  the  practice  at  that  time,  certainly  a  useful  improve- 
ment. 

All  these,  with  the  exception  of  a  part  of  the  lower 
mill,  have  become  the  property  of  Aaron  Parker,  Esq. 
a  man  of  ingenuity  and  enterprise,  who  has  improved 
them  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  himself,  and  to 
the  advantage  and  convenience  of  the  public.  He  has 
also  attached  a  rolling  and  fulling  mill,  to  his  upper  grist 
mill,  and  has  a  bark  mill  running  wiih  such  perfection, 
that  it  will  grind  as  much  bark  in  two  hours,  as  could 
be  ground  in  a  whole  day  by  the  former  mill,  though  as 
we  observed,  that  was  a  great  improvement  upon  the 
general  practice  of  the  day. 

In  1684,  this  town  received  proposals  from  Richard 
Whomes,  of  Rowley,  and  John  Perle,  of  Marblehead, 
to  set  up  a  corn  mill  upon  this  creek,  a  little  above  the 
mill  built  by  the  first  Mr.  Carlton,  which  proposals  were 
well  received  by  the  town,  and  considerable  subscriptions 
were  made  to  forward  the  design,  upon  condition,  that 
said  Whomes  and  Perle  would  set  up  a  good  and  suiH- 
cient  mill,  and  that  the  people  in  this  town  should  be 
served  in  their  turn,  in  preference  to  those  from  out  of 
town,  and  also  that  a  sufficient  passage  be  left  for  fish, 
which  conditions  were  agreed  to,  and  the  mill  accord- 
ingly set  up.    This  mill  is  not  standing  at  present. 

The  first  saw  mill  was  owned  by  the  Carlton  family, 
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hwi  when  built  I  have  not  learned.  It  must  have  been 
in  the  early  settlement  of  the  town.  It  stood  across  the 
road  above  the  place  of  the  first  grist  mill.  And  it  is  a 
ra(  t  worthy  of  notice,  that  the  mud  sills  of  the  three 
lirst  mills  are  still  remaining,  and  can  be  seen,  though  it 
must  !)e  about  l.)0  years,  perhaps  more,  since  they 
were  j>ut  down. 

In  178*,  Mr.  Francis  Kimball  built  a  saw  mill,  and 
Mr.  JJenjainiu  Morse  a  fulling  mill  near  the  mouth  of 
the  creek,  the  latter  of  which  is  now  standing  and  in  full 
operation. 

J^esides  these,  there  have  been  five  or  six  saw  mills 
in  difierent  parts  of  the  town,  and  one  grist  mill,  upon 
temporary  streams.  One  of  the  saw  mills  on  the  farm  of 
David  How,  hns  recently  been  put  in  good  repair. 

I  shall  take  this  opportunity  to  observe,  that  though 
much  use  is  made  of  the  water  of  Johnson's  creek,  yet  a 
much  more  considerable  advantage  miglit  l)e  derived  from 
it.  Several  mills  more  might  with  perfect  convenience 
stand  upon  it.  The  convenience  of  the  public  does 
certainly  call  for  the  erection  of  a  carding  machine.  An- 
other saw  mill  would  find  full  emi)loy,  indeed  it  would 
be  easy  to  show  how  enterprising  individuals  might  get 
wealth,  and  tlie  community  be  better  served,  by  enlisting 
in  their  service,  the  force  of  this  water  which  God  in  his 
2;o()(lness  causes  to  fiow  down  this  stream  for  the  use  of 
men. 

Jiondn.  cS,V. — The  first  committee  npon  record,  for 
layiii;;  out  hiL;'ln\  ay  in  this  town,  were  sergeant  John 
Gage,  .loseph  IMke.  .lohn  (ii  iifin,  wlio  were  appointed  in 
tlie  year  ii){)H.  How  far  these  persons  were  concerned 
ill  liiyiu!;'  out  our  road-;,  it  is  impossil)le  for  us  now  to 
say.  It  is  certain,  whoever  were  the  agents  in  this  busi- 
nes  ,  they  commiited  an  error  in  making  t!iem  so  narrow  ; 
xn  inconvenience  greatly  felt,  but  whicli  1  am  happy  to 
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observe,  the  town  is  taking  measures,  as  far  as  may  be, 
to  remedy.  Several  bave  already  been  widened  in  part, 
and  bave  been  given  orders  for  the  widening  others. 
Though  this  measure  will  be  attended  with  considerable 
expense  and  labor,  it  will,  beyond  doubt,  be  ultimately 
found  a  measure  of  economy  as  well  as  beauty  and  con- 
venience. Our  roads,  though  narrow,  are,  in  general, 
well  made,  and  the  bridges  all  in  good  repair.  And  I 
cannot  but  think  that  a  stranger  passing  through  this 
town,  will  from  the  state  of  the  roads,  the  good  order  in 
our  public  houses,  the  appearance  of  our  fields,  and  the 
beauty  of  the  river,  find  as  much  to  entertain  the  mind 
and  please  their  fancy,  as  in  most  towns  in  this  county. 

It  was  the  early  policy  of  this  town,  and  a  good  policy 
it  is,  to  restrain  cattle,  &c.  In  order  to  carry  this 
regulation  into  effect,  as  well  as  for  other  obvious  pur- 
poses, they  voted  the  5th  of  January  1685,  to  build  a 
pound,  with  gate,  lock  and  key,  to  be  set  up  the  next 
spring,  on  such  part  of  the  meeting-house  land,  as  tha 
selectmen  should  judge  most  convenient,  which  order 
was  carried  into  effect.  The  present  pound  occupies  a 
different  place,  and  was  built  after  the  west  parish  built 
their  present  meeting-house,  who  seem,  for  some  reason 
unknown  to  me,  to  have  had  the  expence  of  this  to  defray. 

At  the  same  meeting  in  which  the  vote  passed  to  call  . 
this  town  Bradford,  instructions  v/ere  given  to  the  select- 
men, to  provide  a  burying  ground,  who,  it  seems,  were 
furnished  with  the  land  now  improved  for  that  purpose, 
in  the  west  parish,  by  the  liberality  of  John  Haseltine, 
Jr.  of  Haverhill,  upon  condition  the  town  would  keep  it 
fenced,  which  condition  was  however,  the  same  year 
given  up  by  his  son  Samuel,  of  Bradford ;  so  the  town 
now  holds  it  without  condition. 

The  burying  ground  in  this  part  of  the  town,  is  a  pres- 
ent to  the  parish,  from  Mr.  Samuel  Jewitt,  and  the  first 
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person  buried  there  was  IVIrs.  Martha  Hale,  in  17^8. 
As  we  learn  from  the  inscription  on  the  stone  at  the  foot. 

If  you  will  look,  it  may  appear 

She  was  the  tirst  that  -was  buried  here. 

Schools,  ^*c. — There  is  much  reason  to  suppose,  this 
town  was  furnished  with  schools  in  part,  at  the  public 
expense,  and  that  the  provision  for  these,  was  among 
tiic  "*  j)rudentials''  intrusted  to  the  selectmen,  from  the 
earliest  date.  There  is  however,  no  vote  of  the  town 
recorded  on  this  subject,  till  tlie  year  1/0 1,  when  it  was 
voted,  the  selectmen  should  |)rovide  a  school,  according 
to  tlieir  discretion,  and  that  they  should  assess  the  town 
for  the  expense  of  the  same.  Tiie  next  year  it  was  voted 
that  those  who  sent  to  school,  should  pay  two  pence  a 
week  for  those  that  learned  to  read,  and  four  pence  for 
those  that  learned  to  write,  the  additional  expense  to  be 
paid  by  the  town.  The  person's  name  who  kept,  was 
Ichabods,  the  next  whose  name  is  mentioned,  was  Mas- 
ter White,  who  commenced  in  17^-^?  and  received 
108.  a  year.  His  successor  was  liobey,  who  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  Mr.  Merrel.  All  these  persons  kept  tlu'ough 
the  year,  and  most  of  them  for  several  years  each,  and 
as  far  as  we  can  ju(l2;e,  were  well  qualified  for  the  busi- 
ness. 

The  first  scliool-house  was  built  on  the  meetinir-house 
land,  22  feet  long,  18  feet  wide  and  7  feet  posts,  and 
cost  2jI,  The  building  committee,  were  Jonathan  Wood- 
man, ser:;eant  Uul)ert  IlaseUine  and  Nathaniel  Walker. 
There  are  at  present  seven  school- houses  in  six  districts, 
in  which  are  kept  twenty  four  months  of  man's  school 
annually,  and  in  summer  there  is  good  provision  made 
for  the  inslru{  tion  uf  small  children. 

In  .fune  7,  1S()3,  tlie  town  accepted  a  re|)ort  made 
by  their  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  consist- 
in- of  Mo-^es  Parker,  l);iui-l  Stickney,  Hradstreet  Par- 
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ker,  Thomas  Savory,  Esq.  and  Samuel  Teniiy,  for  tbe 
better  management  of  the  town  school.  The  regulations 
recommended  in  this  report,  have,  by  experiment,  been 
found  good  and  useful  ;  and  under  the  advantages  now 
afforded  the  children  and  youth,  for  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge,  competent  to  the  common  concerns  of  life^ 
they  are  certainly  making  very  encouraging  progress. 
And  I  do  not  think  I  am  influenced  by  prejudice,  or 
judge  without  some  knowledge  on  the  subject,  when  I 
gay  that  1  have  never  known  children  in  common  life,  so 
forward  in  learning,  as  those  in  the  districts  which  come 
under  my  immediate  inspection.  And  as  the  regulations 
through  town,  are  the  same,  it  is  presumed  the  same  ob- 
servation may  be  extended  to  all. 

It  would  be  an  additional  improvement,  both  in  regard 
to  economy  and  the  advancement  of  our  children,  were  the 
committee  empowered  to  prescribe  in  all  cases,  the  books 
which  should  be  used.  And  there  can  be  but  little  doubt, 
but  the  same  observation  would  hold  true  in  regard  to 
the  towns  furnishing  the  necessary  stationary  to  be  used 
in  schools. 

The  greatest  inconvenience,  we  experience,  is  the  un- 
equal division  of  the  school  districts,  an  evil  which  1  do 
not  know  can  well  be  remedied  ;  but  being  an  evil 
which  all  now  feel,  will  I  hope,  teach  all  that  in  the 
course  of  years,  individuals  can  be  beneiitted  in  no  surer 
way,  than  by  consulting  the  general  good. 

Beside  these  public  schools,  there  is  an  academy  in 
the  west  parish,  founded  in  1803,  and  chiefly  supported 
by  inhabitants  living  in  that  part  of  the  town.  This  in- 
stitution has,  for  several  years  past,  enjoyed  a  large 
share  of  public  patronage,  the  best  evidence  we  can  have 
of  its  being  esteemed,  by  those  who  have  no  motives  for 
partiality,  a  good  institution.  God  has  also  sent  his 
blessings  upon  it.  Several  considerable  revivals  of  reli- 
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gioii  have  taken  place  there  among  the  students,  and 
many,  who  came  in  persuit  of  human  science^  have  there 
learned  that  fear  of  the  Lord^  which  is  the  heginnins;  of 
wisdom,  and  acquired  that  good  understanding,  which  all 
liave  who  kee[)  his  commandments.  Near  2500  youth 
Jiave  HTeived  instru(  tion  within  its  walls  ;  numbers  of 
w  horn  have  performed  or  are  now  performing  parts  in 
the  theatre  of  life,  honorable  to  themselves,  and  useful 
to  the  world.  Among  whom,  you  will  not  expect,  I 
should  fail  to  name,  ]Mrs.  Harriet  Newell,  who  in  life, 
took  a  part  in  carrying  the  gospel  to  a  land  shadowing 
in  darkness,  and  whose  writings,  published  since  her 
death,  have  Imxmi  the  happy  instrument  of  exciting  the 
attention  of  maiiy,  to  the  obligations  they  o\vc  to  the 
heathen  worul. 

This  academy  is  under  the  direction  of  eleven  trustees, 
viz  : — Kev.  Jonathan  xVUen,  A.  M.  Pres.  Rev.  Isaac 
Eraman.  Col.  James  Kimball,  Mr.  Edward  Kimball, 
Josoph  Chadw  ick,  Ksq.  lie  v.  Joshua  Dodge,  Dea.  Jolm 
Hasseltine,  Mr.  Moses  Kimball,  Hon.  ,Toha  Varnum, 
Rev.  Gardner  13.  Perry,  Mr.  William  Tenny,  and  has 
funds  to  the  amount  of  about  two  thousand  dollars. 

Since  its  foundation,  the  following  persons  have  lield 
the  place  of  principal  instructers  in  the  two  apartments. 
Rev.  Samuel  Walker,  Rev.  Samuel  Guile,  Rev.  Abra- 
ham Ihirnham.  Samuel  Morrell,  Samuel  Pea])ody,  Dan- 
iel Hardy.  Luther  liaily,  Hon.  Samuel  Adams,  Richard 
Kimball,  Rev.  Ebenezer  P.  Sperry,  Nathaniel  Dike, 
Joseph  Noyes,  and  Benjamin  Grcenleaf  the  present 
preceptor. 

Ill  the  female  apartment.  Miss  Hannah  Swan,  Mary 
Boardman,  Harriet  Webster,  Betsey  Allen,  Charlotte 
Gage,  Abigail  V.  Hasseltine,  the  ])resent  preceptress.* 

•  It  may  not  be  improper  t(»  notice,  thnt  since  tliis  discourse  was  written, 
a  building  li:»s  been  tr«'cled  in  the  east  parish,  di  ^ipned  amonc;  other  uscfuf 
purpof «,  for  an  ncadeniy,  in  which  it  is  hoped  to  atFord  youth,  >\  ho  may  resort 
here,  the  common  advanlaijes  ol"  such  institutions. 


19 


There  are  two  libraries  in  this  town^  in  which  there 
is  a  respectable  number  of  well  chosen  books,  besides 
several  little  collections  owned  by  small  associations. 

The  Washington  Benevolent  Society,  is  an  institu- 
tion now  exclusively  devoted  to  literary  improvement, 
and  the  business  is  conducted,  as  I  have  much  reason  to 
suppose,  in  a  manner  highly  useful  to  the  members. 
And  I  must  say  with  its  present  cast,  it  is  highly  desira- 
ble, that  the  young  men  should  more  generally  become 
members  of  it.  It  is  by  no  means  designed,  and  it  is 
far  from  being  desirable,  that  it  should  be  confined  to 
one  part  of  the  town,  though  hitherto  most  of  its  mem- 
bers have  been  of  this  parish.  And  I  cannot  but  think, 
that  the  young  men,  who  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
advantages  of  this  or  some  similar  institution,  will,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  find  themselves  considerably 
behind  those  in  real  information,  who  every  month  assem- 
ble for  improvement  in  useful  knowledge. 

The  following  persons  have  received  a  public  edu- 
cation— 

Years,  Kamts.  Colleges.  Residence. 

1698.  Rev.  Thomas  Symmns,  A.  M.  Harvard,  Bradford,  dec. 

1736.  Rev.  Samuel  Webster,  S.T.D.  Harvard,  Salisbury,  Ms.  dec. 

1774.  Rev.  Benj„  Thurston,  A.  M.  Harvard,  Exeter,  N.  H.  dec. 

1782.  Benj.  Parker,  A.M.  M.D.  M.M.S.Soc.  Harvard,  Bradford, 


Title  to  the  Soil,  ^c. — So  far  as  the  government  of  the 
colony  was  concerned,  we  have  already  seen,  that  our 


1789.  Daniel  Hardy,  Jr.  A.  M. 

1790.  Samuel  Walker,  Esq. 
1794.  Aaron  Hardy,  A.  M. 
1800.  John  Dutch, 

1800.  Rev.  Daniel  Kimball,  A.  M. 

1803.  Rev.  David  T.  Kimball,  A.  M. 

1804.  Leonard  Kimball,  A.  M. 
1808.  Nathaniel  K.  Hardy, 
1808.  Frederic  Muzzy,  Esq. 
1810.  Richard  Kimball,  A.  M. 
1812.  George  Parker,  A.  M. 
1815.  Rev.  Alonzo  Phillips,  A.  M. 
1815.  Rev.  David  Tenny,  A.  M. 

1820.  James  Kimball,  Jr. 

1821.  Stephen  Morse, 


Dartmouth,  Pelham,  N.H. 
Harmrd,     Rutland,  Vt. 
Dartmouth,  Boston,  dec. 
Dartmouth,  Bradford, 
Harvard,     Hingham,  Ms. 
Harvard,      Ipswich,  Ms. 
Harvard,  Baltimore, 
Dartmouth,  Pembroke,  dec. 
Columbia,    N.  York  City,  dec. 
Dartmouth,  Ipswich,  Ms. 
Harvard,  Southward, 
Middlehury,  Princeton,  Ms. 
Harvard,     Missionary,  dec. 
Middlehury,  Andover, 
DqLrtmouth,  Bradford, 
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ancestors  became  in  rightful  possession  of  the  land,  in 
virtue  of  the  patent  planted  to  Air.  Rogers.    And  the 
settlement  was  made  according  to  the  acknowledgment 
of  his  descendants,  with  the  full  ^'  knowledge,  license 
and  liking''  of  *Maschonomontic,  alias  Maschonnomit, 
the  chief  Sagamore  and  native  proprietor  of  all  the  land 
between  tlie  Merrimack  and  Naumkeag  or  Bass  rivers. 
But  there  was  no  actual  purchase  of  the  land  from  him. 
In  consequence  of  this,  his  descendants  and  heirs,  Samuel 
Knglish  and  Joseph  English,  grand-children,  and  John 
Umpee,  his  nephew,  set  up  a  claim  to  the  soil  in  1700^ 
which  claim  was  allowed  by  the  town,  and  a  committee 
consisting  of  John  Tenny,  Joseph  Bailey,  Richard  Kim- 
ball, Sen.  Phillip  Atwood  and  John  Boynton,  was 
chosen  the  S3d  of  November  that  year,  to  treat  with 
these  persons,  and  purchase  tlie  land  at  the  town's  ex- 
pense.   This  they  did  for  the  sum  of  6/.  10  shillings, 
and  took  a  deed  for  the  laud,  signed  by  these  three  per- 
sons, dated  13th  January  1801.    Samuel  English  put- 
ting down  for  his  mark,  the  sign  of  a  serpent,  Joseph 
English,  that  of  a  bow  and  arrow,  and  John  Umpee, 
that  of  a  new  moon. 

Those  therefore,  who  now  possess  lauded  property 
here,  may  comfort  themselves  with  the  retlection,  that 
so  far  as  the  original  possessors  are  concerned,  they 
have  a  just  title  to  it,  a  rejection  which  must  yield  no 
small  satisfaction  to  those  who  wish  to  do  justly  by  all. 
Ill  (onsequence  as  it  is  presumed,  of  the  wise  and  equita- 
ble dealings  of  the  first  settlers,  and  their  immediate  de- 
sceuii.iuts,  witii  the  alxuiginal  inhabitants,  uext  to  the 
restraining  influence  of  God's  spirit,  the  people  in  this 
town  were  never  much  molested  by  them.  T  have  found 
but  one  record  of  any  violence  experienced  from  them. 

•  MrisrhoiinoniH,  or  ns  it  is  spcK  in  some  other  rocord?!,  Maschanonirt,  was 
on«*  f)f  the  li\c  Sri(»amiir(  s,  who  in  kJ  lJ,  sipn»'cl  an  in.>-triun»  iit  by  which  they 
put  themselves  and  people  uudtr  the  govt  rnmeut  of  the  Massachusetts  Colon}'. 


This  is  contained  in  a  note  attached  to  one  of  the  town 
books,  by  Shubel  Walker,  who  was  then  town  clerk,  a 
man  admirably  fitted  for  that  office,  being  a  very  fine 
writer,  and  very  accurate  in  the  duties  of  his  office ; 
he  served  the  town  several  years.  He  observes 
in  this  note,  that  Thomas  Kimball,  was  shot  by  an  In- 
dian, the  3d  of  May  I676,  and  his  wife  and  five  chil» 
dren,  Joannah,  Thomas,  Joseph,  Prescilla  and  John, 
were  carried  captive.  These  how^ever,  he  observes  in 
another  note,  returned  home  again  the  13th  of  June  the 
same  year.  Mr.  KimbalFs  house  stood  on  the  road  lead- 
ing to  Boxford,  between  Mr.  Nathaniel  Woodman's  and 
Mr.  Peabody's,  about  twenty  rods  towards  Boxford, 
where  the  well  and  cellar  still  remain.  It  is  tradition- 
ally reported,  that  the  Indians,  who  committed  this  vio- 
lence, set  out  from  their  homes,  near  Dracutt,  with  the  in- 
tention of  killing  some  one  in  Rowley,  who  they  suppos- 
ed had  injured  them,  but  finding  the  night  too  far  spent, 
they  did  not  dare  to  proceed  further,  and  so  avenged 
themselves  on  Mr.  Kimball,  for  an  injury  another  man 
had  done  them.  There  was  also  a  Mr.  Nehemiah  Carl- 
ton, shot  from  across  the  river,  at  the  time  of  the  attack 
upon  Haverhill.  And  it  is  said  farther,  that  one  of  the 
workmen  employed  in  felling  timber  on  the  Haverhill 
side  of  the  river,  for  building  the  house  now  owned  by 
Keuben  Carlton,  was  also  shot.  Beside  these  I  have 
beard  of  no  particular  injury  received  from  them.  There 
must  have  been  a  considerable  settlement  of  Indians  in 
this  town,  as  is  evident  from  the  number  of  bones  found 
in  and  about  the  hill  near  Paul  Parker's.  The  last  of 
these  who  resided  here,  was  Papahana,  who  lived  to  a 
great  age,  in  a  hut  near  the  mouth  of  Johnson's  creek  ; 
the  people  of  the  last  generation,  knew  him  well.  The 
name  of  the  tribe  to  which  this  settlement  belonged,  is 
not  certainly  known,  but  is  supposed  to  be  the  Pawtucet. 
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There  were  three  garrison  houses  built  at  an  early 
period  in  this  town,  one  of  brick  at  the  west  end  of  the 
town,  near  the  place  where  Mr.  John  Day^s  house  now 
stands.  One  wiiere  the  parsonage  was  afterwards  built, 
opposite  the  hur^y  ing-ground,  in  the  west  parish.  The 
third  where  widow  Rel)ecca  Fosters  house  is  ;  this  was 
palisaded.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town,  often 
passed  the  night  in  tliese  houses,  when  from  any  circum- 
stance, they  apprehended  danger  from  the  savages. 
There  was  also  a  block  house  on  the  neck  so  called, 
near  the  falls,  in  which,  during  times  of  danger,  the  in- 
habitants watched  by  turns. 

Town  Officers. — One  thing  which  contributes  greatly 
to  the  respectability,  the  moral  habits,  and  indeed  to  the 
prosperity  of  a  town,  is  the  appointment  of  suitable  men 
to  transact  its  public  concerns.  And  1  am  happy  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  records  of  this  town,  carry  with  them 
strong  internal  evidence,  that  such  has  been  the  character 
of  a  very  groat  proportion  of  the  men,  who  have,  at  differ- 
ent periods,  had  the  conducting  of  its  affairs.  In  the  ear- 
ly settlement  of  the  town,  the  selectmen  appeared  to  have 
been  considered  the  fatiiers  of  the  town  ;  and  according- 
ly were  from  year  to  year,  for  a  great  period,  empowered 
by  the  town,  to  manage  all  its  "  prudential  affairs  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  their  discretion.''  And  if  any 
opinion  can  be  gathered  from  the  town  records,  they 
merited  the  confidence  placed  in  them.  I  do  not  find  an 
instance,  in  which  there  is  the  least  evidence  of  any  dis- 
satisfaction on  the  part  of  the  town,  for  what  tht^y  did, 
unless  the  raising  a  school  committee  in  the  year  to 
manage  the  concerns  of  the  schools,  which  Jiad,  before 
tiri*^,  bren  left  with  the  selectmen,  was  such.  The  first 
who  served  in  this  otlice,  were  sergeant  John  (^age.  Rob- 
ert Hasscltiue,  .Iosej)h  Pike,  John  Oriifin,  .iolm  Teuny. 
Agreeable   to  tlie  discretionary    power   entrusted  to 
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tiie  selectmen,  we  find  them  giving  directions  concerning^ 
the  height  of  fences,  &c.  things  now  regulated  by  law. 

And  as  I  perhaps  shall  not  find  a  more  convenient 
place,  I  will  observe  here,  that  Thomas  Kimball  was  at 
the  first  meeting  in  this  town,  chosen  constable^  Samuel 
Wooster,  Benjamin  Gage,  Benjamin  Kimball,  David 
Hasseltine,  overseers,  Joseph  Pike,  clerk.  And  at  the 
same  meeting,  it  was  voted,  that  the  houses  of  Benjamin 
Gage  and  Thomas  Kimball,  "  should  be  legal  places  for 
posting  up  any  order  or  other  business  of  public  concern- 
ment to  the  whole  town.'^  And  this  remained  the  order 
of  the  town,  for  any  thing  that  appears,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  year,  when  the  meeting-house  was  made  the 
place  for  such  notifications,  till  the  division  of  the  town 
into  parishes.  I  mention  this  because  it  makes  known 
the  parts  of  the  town,  which  were  then  the  places  of  most 
resort  and  most  business.  And  also  as  an  evidence  that 
the  people  of  those  days,  thought  the  setting  up  such 
notifications  on  meeting-houses  to  be  read  sabbath  days^ 
was  bringing  religious  and  secular  things  too  much  to- 
gether. 

In  1707?  the  town  voted  there  should  be  two  consta- 
bles instead  of  one,  as  before,  chosen  from  the  two  parts 
of  the  town,  and  that  the  twenty-five  shillings  that  had 
been  given  yearly  for  this  service,  should  be  divided  be- 
tween them.  This  is  the  first  act  of  the  town,  which 
looks  like  any  acknowledgment  of  a  claim  to  public  no- 
tice, from  local  circumstances,  and  was  the  commence- 
ment  of  a  practice,  in  regard  to  town  offices,  which  has 
prevailed  to  the  present  time,  and  by  which  the  two  parts 
of  the  town  have  acted  together  with  a  great  degree  of 
harmony  and  good  feeling,  and  which  I  earnestly  hope 
they  will  ever  continue  to  do.  And  it  was  this  measure 
which  led  the  way  in  the  division  of  the  town  into  par- 
ishes, which  took  place  about  twenty  years  after. 
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Public  Order. — There  are  few  circumstances  in  the 
lives  of  men,  better  calculated  lo  give  a  correct  view  of 
their  character,  than  their  regard  to  public  order.  And 
I  am  happy  to  find,  that  a  commendal)le  regard  to 
this,  is  evident  in  all  the  doings  of  this  town.  At  the  first 
meeting,  it  was  voted  that  whoever  did  not  appear  at 
town  meeting,  at  the  time  set  for  such  meeting,  should 
pay  six  pence  for  every  liour  he  was  defective,"  and 
if  any  one  in  meeting  should  speak  without  leave  ob- 
tained from  the  moderator,  he  should  pay  the  same  sum 
for  every  offence."  On  tlie  1 1th  of  January  1668,  "  it 
was  further  voted,  that  when  the  town  are  assembled  in 
tow  n  meeting,  that  no  one  should  leave  the  house  with- 
out liberty  obtained,  under  the  penalty  of  twelve  pence 
per  hour,  and  that  no  act  passed  by  the  town  after  sunset 
shall  be  of  value." 

In  March  ItiDU,  a  vote  was  passed  to  preserve  order 
in  the  meeting-house,  and  for  this  purpose  it  was  ordered^ 
that  seats  should  be  assessed  to  individuals,  and  that  if 
any  should  refuse  to  take  the  seat  assigned  him,  after 
proper  notice,  he  should  be  fined  five  shillings  for  every 
day  of  public  assembly,  from  w  hich  vote  there  were  but 
two  dissenting  voices,  viz:  .Joseph  and  Jacob  Hardy. 
In  1708,  when  the  new  meeting-house  was  to  be 
seated,  the  town  instructed  the  committee  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  to  place  the  men  above  60,  according  to 
their  age,  and  all  others  according  to  their  rates,  having 
no  respect  to  the  rates  of  sons  and  servants. 

In  1818,  a  vote  was  passed  unanimously  in  this  parish, 
recouimending  to  all,  to  go  into  the  meeting-house  dur- 
ing the  tolling  of  the  bell  on  days  of  public  worship,  and 
also  to  make  as  little  noise  as  j)racticable  in  moving  the 
fulling  seats.  I  refer  to  this  as  an  evidence,  that  the 
[)(M)[)le  retain  the  same  good  ideas  of  public  order,  which 
so  highly  recommends        first  settlers  in  this  town. 
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and  to  remind  those  who  may  have  forgotten  this  resolve, 
that  it  stands  yet,  as  the  expression  of  the  sense  of  the 
parish,  conrerning  what  is  decent  to  be  done  in  and 
about  the  house  of  God.  And  it  is  pleasing  to  observe, 
that  there  appears  to  be  an  increasing  attention  to  the 
recommendation  contained  in  this  vote. 

Health. — Bradford  has  been  as  much  favoured  in  this 
respect,  as  towns  in  general.  So  far  as  is  known,  there 
never  has  been  a  specifick  local  disorder  here ;  as  far  back 
as  we  have  records,  about  one  in  ten  of  the  deaths  has 
been  of  persons  rising  eighty  years ;  for  the  few  years 
past  the  proportion  has  been  rather  greater.  In  this 
parish  since  my  settlement,  full  one,  out  of  eight  of  the 
deaths,  has  been  of  those,  who,  by  reason  of  strength, 
had  lived  to  four  score  years ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say, 
that  in  most  of  these^  old  age  was  honourable,  because 
found  in  the  ways  of  righteousness. 

In  1736,  this  town,  in  common  with  several  other 
parts  of  New-England,  was  visited  with  the  throat  dis- 
temper, which  in  one  year,  carried  off  in  this  parish, 
forty-seven  children,  and  nine  grown  persons. 
And  it  is  said  that  only  two  families  entirely  escaped 
the  disorder,  one  of  which  was  that  of  their  Rev.  Pastor. 
And  I  apprehend  it  is  from  this  circumstance,  connected 
with  the  French  war,  so  called,  which  made  another 
draft  upon  persons  of  the  same  generation,  that  there 
are  fewer  persons  of  from  86  and  upwards  living  now, 
than  there  was  in  the  former  generation,  and  less  than 
there  is  a  prospect  of  being  in  the  generation  now  follow- 
ing them,  in  this  county,  and  perhaps  in  other  parts  of 
New-England,  'fhis  appears  to  me,  at  least,  a  much 
more  probable  reason  for  the  present  diminution  among 
aged  people,  than  the  one  generally  given^thr  t  people  do 
not  now  live  as  long,  a§  in  the  early  settlement  of  the 
countrv. 
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In  1763,  the  throat  distemper  returned  again,  Wheu 
about  twenty-three  were  taken  away  by  it,  in  a  short  time. 
And  in  1794,  iiftcen  more  died  of  the  same  disorder. 
May  fiod,  in  his  great  mercy,  forbid  that  this  judgment 
should  return  any  more  to  this  place.  May  the  vising 
generation  be  saved  from  the  jjcstileuce  icliich  walketh 
in  darkness,  and  from  the  distruction  ichich  icasteth  at 
noon -day. 

Ill  May  1777?  the  small-pox  made  its  appearance  in 
this  place.  The  first  person  that  died  with  it,  was  Jere- 
miah Hardy.  The  town  built  a  pest  house  on  the  road 
passing  by  Mr.  Jienjamin  Jaquis's,  south  of  his  house, 
and  removed  those  to  it,  who  had  taken  the  disorder. 
Fourteen  liad  the  disorder  and  ten  died.  Just  about  the 
time  those,  who  recovered,  were  permitted  to  return  to 
their  homes,  the  pest  house  was  consumed  by  fire ; 
but  the  town,  though  it  instituted  an  enquiry,  was  not 
able  to  ascertain  by  what  means  the  fire  was  communi- 
cated to  it. 

What  is  called  the  revolution  in  this  country,  and  by 
which  we  became  a  free  and  independent  people,  is  a 
subject  of  so  much  general  interest,  the  young  will  be 
glad  to  be  informed,  and  the  old  to  be  reminded,  what 
part  this  tow  n  took,  in  that  glorious  and  ever  memo- 
rable aflair.  The  first  public  measure  upon  record, 
is  the  choice  of  captain  Daniel  Tinirston,  in  1774,  to  set 
in  the  provincial  congress,  which  v»  as  to  meet  at  Con- 
cord tlie  11  til  of  October,  that  year.  And  at  a  subse- 
quent meeting  of  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Bradford,  duly  w.inied  and  legally  assem- 
bled, it  was  votiMl  to  give  to  captain  Daniel  Thurston, 
the  representative  of  the  town  of  Bradford,  in  general 
assi  iiibly.  the  lollowing  instructions.  "Sir,  we,  his  ma- 
jesty's most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  freeholders  and 
other  inlHibitants  of  the  town  of  Jiradlord,  in  town  meet- 


iDg  legally  assembled^  this  7th  of  January  177^?  take 
this  opportunity  to  express  our  very  great  uneasiness,  * 
at  the  infringements  of  our  natural  and  constitutional 
rights,  by  many  of  the  late  measures  of  the  British  ad- 
ministration ;  particularly  those  of  the  taxation  of  the 
colonies,  and  the  granting  of  salaries  to  the  judges  of  the 
Superior  Court,  measures  adapted  as  we  apprehend,  to 
lay  a  foundation  in  time,  to  render  property  precarious 
and  to  introduce  a  system  of  despotism,  which  we  cannot 
view,  but  with  the  utmost  aversion,  and  to  which  we 
cannot  submit,  while  possible  to  be  avoided.  We  re- 
commend it  to  you  as  our  representative  in  general  as- 
sembly, to  use  your  influence  to  obtain  redress  of  all  our 
injuries  ;  and  in  particular  to  enquire  whether  the  sup- 
port of  the  judges  of  the  Superior  Court,  has  been  ade- 
quate to  their  services,  office  and  station  ;  and  if  not,  to 
use  your  influence  in  obtaining  suitable  grants  and  es- 
tablishments, as  may  be  thought  sufficient  to  remove  all 
pretence,  that  government  is  not  sufficiently  supported 
among  ourselves,  which  was  voted  unanimously.  We 
also  vote  the  thanks  of  this  town,  to  the  town  of  Boston, 
for  the  care  and  vigilance  they  have  discovered  for  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  this  province,  as  men,  as  chris- 
tians, and  as  subjects.  Voted,  that  the  town  clerk,  be 
directed  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  instructions,  &c.  to 
the  committee  of  correspondence  in  Boston.'^ 
Dudley  Carlton, 

William  Greenough,  Committer  to 
Benjamin  Gage,  Jr.  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

Ihomas  Webster,  ^ 
Amos  Mulliken. 

As  the  difficulties  between  this  and  the  mother  coun- 
try increased,  and  it  had  become  a  serious  question, 
whether  the  united  colonies  should  declare  themselves 
independent,  a  meeting  of  the  town  was  called  "  to  sec 
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whether  the  town  would  advise  ov  give  Dudley  Carltori; 
•  their  repre^ieutative,  any  instructions  relative  to  the  hon- 
ourable conj^ress  declaring  the  United  Colonies  independ- 
ent states.'*  And  the  town  met  accordingly  on  the  20th 
of  June  177(5,  when  they  a|)poiuted  Thomas  Webster, 
John  Burhauk,  capt  Nathaniel  Gage,  Benjamin  Muzzy, 
John  Savory,  to  consult  and  report  to  the  meeting,  what 
ought  to  be  done:  which  committee  reported,  that  they 
.should  send  to  their  representative  the  following  instruc- 
tions, viz  : 

To  Dudley  Carlton,  Esq.  representative  from  the 
town  of  Jiradford,  in  general  assembly, 

*»Sir-When  we  consider  the  despotick  plan  of  govern- 
ment, adopted  hy  the  king,  ministry  and  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  to  enslave  these  American  colonies.  When 
we  consider,  instead  of  redressing  our  grievances,  they 
have  tui  ned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  repeated  petitions  and  re- 
monstrances of  all  the  United  Colonies,  and  have  also 
been  and  are  still  endeavouring  to  enforce  their  arbitrary 
plan  upon  us,  by  spilling  our  blood,  by  burning  our 
towns,  by  seizing;  our  property  and  by  instigating  the 
savages  of  the  wilderness,  and  the  negroes  to  fake  up 
the  cause  against  us.  When  we  consider  these  things, 
it  raises  our  indignation,  that  we  who  have  always  been 
loyal  su))jects  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  should  be  so 
unconstitutionally  and  inhumanly  treated  ;  such  tyran- 
nical im|)ositions  and  abuses  of  power,  we  cannot  as  men 
submit  to.  Therefore  utterly  despairing  of  a  happy^re- 
conciliation  ever  taking  place  between  Great  Britain  and 
the<«'  colonies,  you  are  hereby  desired,  as  our  represen- 
t.'iii\i'.  to  use  your  utmost  endeavour,  that  our  delegates 
in  i;('n( m  ;i1  congress  l)e  instructed  to  shake  off  the  tyran- 
nic al  voke  offireat  I^ritain,and  declare  these  United  Colo- 
nies iu«]epeudan(  of  that  venal,  corrupt  and  avaricious 
court  forever,  provided  no  proposals  for  a  happy  recon- 


ciliation  be  offered^  which  the  honorable  congress  think 
proper  to  accept,  and  we  hereby  engage  that  we  will,  at  * 
the  risk  of  our  lives  and  fortunes^  endeavour  to  defend 
them  therein." 

Which  report  was  accepted  so  far  as  it  appears  unani- 
mously, and  accordingly  sent. 

This  town  united  also  by  unanimous  vote,  in  the  exer- 
tions which  were  made  through  this  state,  to  procure  an 
universal  observance  of  an  act  of  the  state,  to  prevent 
monopoly  :  And  at  the  same  meeting,  gave  the  selectmen 
discretionary  power  to  purchase  guns  and  powder.  In 
the  same  year  they  met  to  choose  some  one  firmly  attach- 
ed to  the  American  cause,  to  secure  this  and  the  other 
United  States,  against  the  danger  to  which  they  were  ex- 
posed by  internal  enemies,  and  Abraham  Day,  Jr.  wa& 
made  choice  of  for  this  purpose.  As  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  go  through  all  the  measures  the  town  took  in 
this  work,  I  will  remark  that  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war,  the  people  of  the  town  appear  to  have  been 
ready  and  willing  to  do  their  part  in  the  toil,  and  bear 
their  part  of  the  expenses  of  that  w  ar  ;  which  remark  is 
abundantly  supported  by  their  numerous  votes  to  raise 
money,  provision  and  men,  whenever  called  upon  by  the 
proper  authorities,  and  from  their  prompt  assistance, 
without  any  call,  when  the  exigences  of  the  country 
seemed  to  require. 

After  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  when  this  country 
bad  virtually  obtained  the  object  contended  for,  it  be- 
came a  question,  what  course  should  be  taken  in  regard 
to  those  who  had  left  the  country  during  the  war.  The 
sentiment  of  this  town  on  the  subject,  may  be  learned 
from  the  following  resolution,  passed  May  17th,  1783, 
viz :  "  That  the  representative  from  this  town  the  ensuing 
year,  be  instructed  to  use  his  utmost  endeavour,  to  pre- 
vent any  person  or  persons  returning  to  live  in  this 
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coramoiiwealth,  who  have  coDspired  against  ov  absented 
themselves  from  the  United  States,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war  with  Great  Britain."  The  sentiment  ex- 
pressed in  this  vote,  prevailed  generally  at  that  time^, 
but  has  not  borne  the  test  of  more  cool  deliberation. 

After  the  declaration  of  independence,  it  became  a 
subject  of  great  concern,  to  define  the  principles  and  fix 
upon  the  form  of  government  in  this  commonwealth. 
And  there  were  measures  taken  to  get  the  minds  of  the 
people,  on  tlie  subject  of  a  new  constitution,  and  of  the 
manner  it  siiould  be  formed.  The  result  this  town 
came  to,  is  expressed  in  the  following  resolution, 
^"•'that  we  arc  not  willing,  nor  do  we  consent,  that  the 
liouse  of  representatives  and  council  acting  in  one  body, 
as  proposed  in  a  resolve  of  the  house,  passed  September 
1776,  should  agree  on,  and  enact  a  constitution, 
and  form  of  government  for  this  state,  but  we  are  willing 
and  do  desire  that  the  honourable  council,  and  the  hon- 
ourable house  of  representatives,  each  acting  in  their 
respective  capacities  proceed  to  form  a  plan  of  govern- 
ment for  this  state,  and  exhibit  attested  copies  of  the 
same,  to  the  several  towns,  for  tlieir  inspection  and  ap- 
probation, before  it  bo  ratified  and  confirmed. 

In  1779?  when  delegates  were  to  be  chosen  for  the 
formation  of  a  constitution,  this  town  made  choice  of 
Peter  Russcl,  Esq.  to  meet  with  the  convention,  to  be 
assembled  for  that  purpose  on  the  1st  of  September, 
and  instructed  him,  when  the  constitution  was  formed, 
to  deliver  a  copy  of  it  to  the  selectmen,  in  order  to  have 
it  laid,  before  the  town  for  their  inspection.  The  con- 
stitution being  formed  and  sent  to  the  people  in  I78O, 
the  people  voted  to  accept  it,  requiring  however,  that 
the  word  protp.^tcnit  should  be  inserted  after  the  word 
rhristinn  in  the  ([ualification  for  governor.    There  were 


31 


eleven  votes  against  the  third  article^  the  rest  appears  t» 
have  been  adopted  without  dissent. 

In  1795,  when  the  time  had  arrived  for  the  revision  of 
the  constitution,  according  to  a  provision  made  in  it,  if 
tlie  people  desired  it,  there  was  but  one  vote  in  favour 
of  a  revision. 

This  year,  as  you  know,  there  has  been  a  new  pro- 
posal for  alteration,  arising  professedly  from  this  circum- 
stance, that  one  large  portion  of  this  state  has  been  sep- 
arated from  it.  A  majority  of  votes  was  given  in  favor 
of  revision.  And  there  being  found  to  be  a  majority  in 
the  state,  this  town  voted  to  send  to  the  Convention,  and 
for  this  purpose,  made  choice  of  Daniel  Stickney,  and 
Jesse  Kimball,  Esquires.  The  Convention  is  now  in 
session,  and  the  revision  going  on  perhaps  not  with  all 
the  speed  the  public  expected,  but  with  a  spirit  and 
talent  which  promises  a  happy  issue. 

Meligion.-'M.  what  time  the  people  upon  this  river,  be- 
gan first  to  enjoy  the  public  worship  of  God  by  themselves,, 
does  not  appear  from  any  record  that  1  have  found.  Rev. 
Mr.  Zacheriah  Symmes,  must  have  resided  in  this  town 
in  capacity  of  a  religious  teacher,  at  least  about  fourteen 
years  before  his  ordination.  For  in  the  first  legal  town 
meeting  of  which  we  have  a  record,  held  in  1668,  it 
was  voted,  that  the  selectmen  chosen  that  year,  should 
have  power  to  carry  on  and  finish  the  minister's  house 
according  to  Mr.  Symmes'  direction,  though  he  was  not 
ordained  till  1682.  And  for  his  support,  the  first  year^ 
he  received  forty  pounds,  the  next  year  fifty,  which  ap» 
pears  to  have  been  his  yeai4y  salary,  till  the  time  of  his 
ordination.  The  one  half  of  this  was  to  be  paid  in 
wheat,  pork,  butter  and  cheese,  the  other  half  in  malt, 
indian  corn  or  rye.  And  the  town  appear  to  have  been 
desirous  to  make  his  circumstance  altogether  comforta- 
ble, for  in  1669,  they  voted  to  defray  the  expense  of 
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bringing  his  goods  to  town,  gave  him  forty  acres  of  land 
near  Indian  hill,  and  appointed  sergeant  Gage,  John 
Simmons  and  David  Haseltiue,  to  lay  it  out.  And  fur- 
ther appointed  Robert  Haseltine  and  Samuel  Wooster, 
to  gather  the  tax,  and  take  care  to  have  Mr.  Symmes' 
work  done,  and  to  attend  to  such  other  things  as  he  should 
stand  in  need  of  durins;  the  vear.  And  a  committee  was 
appointed  for  the  same  purpose  from  year  to  year,  during 
liis  and  the  greater  part  of  his  successor's  ministry  in  this 
place.  Indeed  provision  for  the  full  and  respectable  en- 
joyment of  religion,  and  for  the  comfort  of  those  who  min- 
istered to  them  in  Iioly  things,  formed  a  very  prominent 
trait  in  the  cliaracter  of  the  first  settlers  in  this  town. 
Hardly  a  meeting  of  the  town  passed  without  doing  some- 
thing on  this  subject,  and  all  manifesting  a  liberality  which 
does  them  honor.  In  accordance  with  what  was  a  princi- 
pal object  with  them,  they  appointed  in  1677>  Samuel 
Wooster,  John  Tenny,  John  Simmons  and  Richard  Hall, 
to  join  with  Mr.  Symmes  to  advise  to  what  might  be 
thought  best  for  the  further  carrying  on  the  affairs  of  re- 
ligion, and  to  prepare  for  the  settlement  of  the  ordinances 
of  God,  in  this  place."  And  in  1681,  it  was  voted  and 
consented  to, that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Symmes  have  liberty  at 
his  discretion,  to  call  out  any  two  men  of  the  inhabitants 
of  tlie  to\vn,  to  assist  him  in  catechising  the  youth,  and 
also  to  go  with  him  to  see  who  of  the  heads  of  tlie  fami- 
lies or  otiiers,  would  join  tlic  church."  That  the  last  part 
of  this  resolve  may  be  understood,  it  may  be  necessa.ry 
to  o])serve,  that  it  was  now  in  contemplation  to  form  a 
church  in  this  town,  for  though  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town  had  enjoyed,  as  we  have  noticed,  the  ministry  of 
the  word,  they  had  not  the  holy  sacrament,  for  their  re- 
lii;ious  teacher,  Mr.  Symmes,  had  not  yet  been  ordained; 
thr  pious  were  utiited  with  the  rhurcli  at  Rowley,  Ha- 
MM'liill,  ami  perha[)^  other  neighboring  societies. 
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the  object  therefore  of  this  resolution  was  to  see  tvho 
would  take  up  their  connections  with  other  churches,  and 
unite  in  forming  one  in  this  place,  and  further  to  ascertain 
whether  there  were  not  other  serious  persons  disposed 
to  unite  with  them.  Having  ascertained  each  others 
feelings  on  this  subject,  and  found,  as  their  consequent 
doings  prove,  the  minds  of  professors  favourable^ 
to  such  a  plan,  they  called  in  the  pastors  of  several 
churches  to  advise  with  them  about  the  propriety  of  the 
measure  they  had  in  ccmtemplation.  The  resuU  of  their 
deliberations  we  have  in  the  following  instrument. 

The  question  being  proposed  to  us  whose  names  are 
under- written,  whether  the  minister  and  people  at  Brad- 
ford, should  promote  without  delay  a  coalition  of  them- 
selves into  a  church  and  society,  we  answer  in  the  affir- 
mative, provided  that  the  people  do  their  utmost  in  tak- 
ing effectual  care,  that  he  that  preaches  the  gospel  among 
them,  live  on  the  gospel  according  to  1  Cor.  ix,  14,  that 
so  he  may  provide  for  his  own  household,  as  1  Tim.  v,  2^ 
provided  also,  that  their  present  teacher  accept  of  office 
work  among  them  so  long  as  he  finds  he  can  comforta- 
bly discharge  his  duty,  in  all  the  relations  he  stands  to 
God,  his  people  and  in  his  family,  and  that  when  he 
finds  he  cannot  discharge  his  said  duties  respectively, 
the  people  shall  freely  release  him  of  his  engagement  to 
them,  after  leave  of  council  taken  in  the  case  :  for 
hereby  is  a  door  opened  for  the  worker  to  work  the 
whole  work  of  God,  as  an  officer  of  Christ  in  that  place, 
as  others  in  office  do  in  their  places  according  to  the 
1  Cor.  xvi.  10,  for  Jie  worketh  the.  work  of  God  as  I  also 
do ;  hereby  also  is  a  better  opportunity  both  for  the 
worker  and  those  that  are  taught  to  walk  in  all  the  com- 
mandments and  ordinances  of  God  blameless  :  Luke  i,  6. 
That  they  may  be  found  walking  in  the  truth  as  we  have 
5 


34 


received  coniraandment  from  the  father,  2  John  4. — 
Dated  ;3lst  Oct.  1083. 

This  was  suhscrihed  l)y  the  Rev.  Elder  John  Higginson, 
William  Hnhbard,  John  Brak,  Samuel  Phillips,  John 
liicherson,  Jolin  Hale,  Edward  Pavson.  And  at.»a 
l(':;al  town  meeting;.  November  28,  1682.  it  was  voted 
and  granted,  that  this  icsolve  of  the  Rev.  Elders,  be  en- 
tered in  the  town  book  as  what  was  ascented  to  by  ail 
the  inhabitants  in  the  tow  n. 

'J'o  the  condi  ions  proposed  by  tliese  reverend  Elders, 
the  town  made  the  n*ply  contained  in  the  following  in- 
strnment,  w  hich  also  contains  tlie  call  they  made  to  Mr. 
Svnimes,  to  settle  with  them. 

*•  We,  the  inha!)iiants  of  Kradfiu'd.  met  together  at  a 
legal  town  meeting,  l-Uh  March,  1682,  in  thankful- 
ness to  God  for  his  great  mei-cy  in  setting  up  liis  sanctua- 
ry among  us,  do  hereby  engage  ourselves,  jointly  and 
singly,  and  do  engage  our  children  afterais,  as  far  as  w^e 
may,  l)y  our  [)arental  anthority,  to  endeavor  by  our  and 
tlieir  utmost  power,  to  uphold  the  faitliful  ministry  of  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  this  town  of  Bradford,  so  long  as 
w  e  and  they  sliall  live  :  and  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
same,  to  contribute  a  lil)eral  and  honoraiile  maintenance 
towards  it,  as  the  ride  of  the  gospel  doth  require,  to  the 
utmost  of  our  and  their  ability,  which  God  shall  be  pleas- 
ed to  bless  us  and  them  with  from  time  to  time.  And 
for  the  encouragement  of  our  present  minister,  we  do 
covenant  and  promise  to  give  and  allow  to  him,  so  long 
as  he  shall  continue  with  us  as  our  minister,  the  full  sum 
of  sixty  pounds  per  annum,  if  God  i)e  [)leased  to  pre- 
serve us  in  our  present  ca])acity,  and  for  to  be  paid  in 
our  juTsont  slate  annually,  as  follows  :  the  first  Imlf  in 
and  |)nik,  butter  and  clieese,  allowing  at  least  to 
this  hair,  one  ptmnd  of  butter  for  every  milch  cow  and 
one  cheese  for  a  faiuily  ;  the  other  half  to  be  in  malt, 
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indian  or  rye,  except  what  he  willingly  excepts  in  other 
pay ;  the  first  payment  to  be  made  the  second  Thursday 
in  October,  the  other  payment  to  be  made  the  third 
Thursday  in  March  ;  and  if  any  unforeseen  providence 
shall  hinder,  then  to  take  the  next  convenient  day  the 
week  following. 

We  further  grant  liberty  to  him,  to  improve  for  his 
best  advantage,  what  land  we  shall  accomplish  or  obtain 
for  our  ministry.  We  grant  him  also  liberty  to  feed  his 
herd  of  cattle  on  our  lands  during  his  abode  with  us, 
which  shall  have  the  same  liberty  as  our  own  cattle  have. 
We  engage  to  procure  for  him,  at  our  own  charge  be- 
sides the  annual  stipend,  sufficient  firewood  every  year 
in  good  cord  wood,  he  allowing  six  pence  per  cord,  to 
bring  it  seasonably  and  cord  it  up  in  his  yard.  We 
engage  also  to  furnish  him  yearly  with  ten  sufficient 
loads  of  good  hay  if  he  need  them  at  price  current  among 
us,  and  to  bring  it  in  the  summer  time,  and  also  to  sup- 
ply him  with  sufficient  fencing  and  good  stuff  which  he 
may  hereafter  need,  at  a  reasonably  lay.  We  engage 
that  there  be  convenient  highways  provided  and  legally 
stated,  to  the  several  parcels  of  land,  which  we  have 
given  him ;  as  to  the  five  acres  of  meadow  and  the  forty 
acres  of  upland,  we  bought  of  Benjamin  Kimball.  We 
do  also  engage  that  two  men  shall  be  chosen  from  year  to 
year  for  the  comfortable  carrying  on  of  his  affairs,  and 
that  these  two  men  shall  have  power  to  require  any  man 
at  two  days  vv^arning,  according  to  his  proportion,  to  help 
carry  on  his  necessary  husbandry  work.  We  also  en- 
gage that  these  agreements,  together  with  any  legal  town 
acts,  confirming  the  annual  stipend  and  other  concerns  of 
our  present  minister,  be  duly  and  truely,  in  manner  and 
kind  as  above  specified  without  trouble  to  himself. 

This  was  voted  and  granted  to  be  entered  in  the  town's 
book,  at  a  legal  town  meeting  the  13th  January 
as  attests,  Shubal  Walkeh,  MecorderJ^ 
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Din  ing  the  time  these  thin2;s  were  doing  by  the  town^ 
those  who  intended  to  unite  in  church  relation,  were 
preparing  themselves  for  this  solemnity,  as  we  learn 
from  the  following  instrument,  which  they  called  an  act 
of  l^arification,  viz  : — 

We,  whose  names  are  sul)scrihed,  being  awfully  sen- 
sible that  we  live  in  an  age,  wherein  God  hath  in  part, 
executed  tlie  dreadful  threatenings  to  take  place  in  the 
earth,  and  wherein  sattm  the  great  makehate  and  author 
of  contentions,  doth  by  God's  holy  permission  exceedingly 
rage  even  in  the  visible  church  of  God,  and  wherein  the 
wicked  one  is  sowing  the  tares  of  discord  almost  in  eve- 
ry christian  society,  (the  sad  eiiects  of  wliicli,  we  who 
are  tlie  inhabitants  of  Jiradford,  have  for  some  years 
past  experimentally  felt,  and  liave  yet  the  bitter  remem- 
brance thereof.)  we  being  now  (through  the  rich  and  un- 
deserved mercy  of  God  in  Ciirist  Jesus)  under  hopeful 
probal)ility  of  setting  up  a  church  of  Christ  Jesus  in  Brad- 
ford, do  take  this  occasion,  as  to  express  our  hearty  and 
unfeigned  sorrow  and  humiliation  for  what  uncln*istian 
differences  have  !)roken  forth  among  us,  to  the  dishonor  of 
God's  name,  the  grief  of  liis  Spirit,  and  to  the  obstruct- 
ing of  the  work  and  kingdom  of  .Fesus  Christ  among  us, 
and  to  the  hindering  of  our  own  peace  and  cditication  ; 
so  also  in  the  name  of  God  and  by  his  gracious  help, 
seriously  and  solemnly  do  engage  and  promise  for  the 
future  to  forgive  and  forget,  to  the  utmost  of  our  endeav- 
ours, all  former  unchristian  animosities,  distances,  aliena- 
tions, differences  and  contests,  private  or  more  public, 
personal  or  social  that  have  risen  among  us.  or  between 
us  and  other  ])eo|)le,  to  pass  a  general  act  of  amnesty 
and  oblivion  upon  them  all,  and  not  to  speak  of  them  to 
the  defamation  of  each  other  at  home  in  J^radford  town, 
much  Irs^  abroad  in  any  other  place,  nor  to  rej)eat  or 
revive  them,  unless  called  by  scripture  rule  or  lawful 
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authority  to  mention  tliem  for  the  conviction  or  spiritual 
advantage  of  each  other.  Besides,  we  promise,  through 
the  grace  of  God,  that  in  case  God  in  his  most  wise  and 
lioly  providence,  should  permit  any  offences  for  the  future 
to  break  forth  among  us,  (which  we  desire  God,  in  his 
infinite  mercy  would  prevent,  as  far  as  may  be  for  his 
glory  and  our  own  good,)  that  we  will  then  conscien- 
tiously endeavour  to  attend  scripture  rules  for  the  healing 
and  removing  them,  and  those  holy  rules  in  particular 
Levit.  xix,  17?  18?  Math.xviii,  15,  &c.  and  so  bring  no  mat- 
ter of  grievance  against  each  other,  to  our  minister  and  to 
our  church,  but  in  a  scriptural  and  orderly  way  and  man- 
ner. That  we  may  be  helped  inviolably  to  observe  this 
our  agreement,  we  desire  the  assistance  of  each  other's 
mutual,  both  christian  and  church  watch,  that  we  may  be 
monitors  or  as  it  were  remembrancers  to  each  other  of 
this  branch  of  our  coveiiaot ;  as  also  through  instant 
and  constant  prayers  of  each  other,  that  God  would  ena-  ^ 
ble  us  carefully  to  observe  this  instrument  of  our  pacifi- 
cation and  our  conditional  obligation  to  church  and 
order,  that  God's  name  may  be  honored  by  us,  and  we 
may  experience  God's  commanding  his  blessing  upon 
us,  even  life  fore  verm  ore.— -Private  fast^  April  SO,  1683, 
then  was  this  vote  passed.'' 

Having  thus  as  they  hoped  sanctified  themselves,  and 
all  things  being  ready,  they  united  together  in  fellow- 
ship tlie  27th  of  December  I68S,  the  day  Mr.  Symmes 
was  ordained.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  part  of 
the  covenant  they  took  is  missing.  What  remains  I 
will  present  to  you. 

^  *  By  the  power  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  in  the  ministry  of 
Ms  word,  whereby  we  have  been  brought  to  see  our  misery 
by  nature,  our  inability  to  help  ourselves,  and  our  need 
of  a  Saviour  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  we  desire 
now  solemnly  to  give  up  ourselves,  as  to  our  only  Re- 
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(leemer,  to  keep  us  by  liis  power  unto  salvation.  And 
for  the  fiirtlierance  of  the  blessed  work,  we  are  now 
ready  to  enter  into  a  solemn  covenant  with  God  and  with 
one  another,  that  is  to  say,  we  do  ^ive  up  ourselves  unto 
God  wliose  name  aloue  is  Jehovah,  as  the  only  true  and 
liviui;  God,  and  unto  tlie  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  his  only 
son,  who  is  the  Saviour,  Prophet,  Priest  and  King  of 
his  church  and  Mediator  of  the  C(»veiiant  of  2;race  and  to 
his  Holy  Spirit  to  lead  us  into  all  truth  and  to  brine;  us 
unto  salvation  at  the  last.  We  do  also  i:;ive  up  our  off- 
sprinij;s  unto  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  avouchine;  him  to  be 
our  God  and  the  God  of  our  children,  hunildy  desir'n^ 
liini  to  bestow  upon  us  that  i^race,  whereby  both  we  and 
they  may  walk  before  him  as  becomes  his  covenant  peo- 
ple forever.  We  do  also  give  up  ourselves  one  unto 
another  in  the  Lord,  according;  to  the  will  of  God,  en- 
gaging ourselves  to  walk  together  as  a  right  ordered 
church  of  Ciirist,  in  all  the  ways  of  his  worship,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  his  most  holy  word,  pntmising  in 
brotherly  labor,  faithfully  to  watch  over  one  another's 
souls  and  to  submit  ourselves  to  the  governmrnt  of 
Christ  in  his  church,  attending  upon  all  his  holy  admin- 
istrations according  to  the  order  of  the  gospel,  so  far  as 
God  hath  or  may  reveal  it  to  us  by  his  word  and  Spirit. 

.Zaciikriah  Symmes,       Samuel  Haseltine, 
^  Samuel  Stickney,         John  Hahdy, 
John  Tenny,  Joseph  Bailey, 

.ToiiN  SiMMoxDS,  Abkaiivm  Haseltine, 

William  Hucjience,  ^  John  J^ovnton, 
.FosEiMi  Palmer,  John  W^alsox, 

David  IIaseltine,         IlonEnr  Haseltine, 

RicHAKD  Hall,  >^  H.  Kimhali, 

Thomas  West,  ^  Uobekt  Savory. 

X  The  p(  rson?  whnsr  name  s  have  this  mark  prefixed  to  tliero,  bigued  thi? 
covt  iiunl  by  putting  their  mcirk  to  it. 
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Mr.  Syrames  was  the  son  of  Zacheriah  Syrnmes  min- 
ister of  Charlestown,  who  came  from  England.  Of  his 
mother,  Mr  Johnson,  whose  name  we  have  had  occa- 
sion to  mention,  observes,  "  that  she  was  a  godly  woman. 
Her  courage  exceeded  her  stature,  she  bore  every  diffi- 
culty with  cheerfulness,  atid  raised  up  ten  children  to 
people  the  American  wilderness.'^  It  seems  that  after 
this,  she  must  have  had  three  more,  for  Mr.  Symmes^ 
Epitaph  gives  him  five  sons  and  eight  daughters. 

Our  Mr.  Symraes  was  educated  at  Cambridge,  and 
graduated  in  1657.  He  must  have  been  a  man  of  con- 
siderable note  as  well  as  of  learning,  for  he  was  one  of  the 
fellows  of  Harvard  College,  and  I  believe  preached  an 
Election  Sermon.  Judging  from  the  church  records,  we 
have  much  reason  to  suppose,  that  he  took  heed  to  the 
ministry  which  he  received  of  the  1  ord  to  fulfil  it. 
And  the  work  of  grace  was  carried  on  through  his  instru- 
mentality ;  126  were  added  to  the  church,  and  were 
baptized  during  his  ministry,  which,  considering  the  then 
population  of  the  town,  must  be  considered  a  goodly 
number.  In  1705,  as  Mr.  Symmes  grew  old  and  fee- 
ble,the  town  voted  "  to  employ  some  one  to  help  their  be- 
loved Pastor  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,''  and  appointed 
Capt.  David  Haseltine  and  Ensign  John  Tenny,  to  go 
abroad  and  upon  good  information,  invite  some  one 
to  come  and  labor  among  them.  This  committee 
employed  a  Mr.  Hale,  who  after  a  trial  of  a  few 
Sabbaths,  the  town  liked  so  well,  tliey  voted  to  em- 
ploy him  for  a  year,  and  to  give  him  thirty  pounds,  his 
own  board  and  horse  keeping.  The  next  year  they 
voted  to  give  him  the  same  sura,  and  50  shillings  more 
instead  of  keeping  his  horse,  and  during  the  year  made 
Lis  support  in  all,  equal  to  46  pounds ;  and  it  seems 
upon  the  whole,  they  intended  to  have  settled  him,  for 
something,  like  an  expression  of  this^  passed  in  town 
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meeting,  hut  why  it  was  never  accomplished  is  not 
known.    In  the  year  a  difficulty   arising  be- 

tween Mr.  Symmes  and  the  town,  relative  to  some  items 
in  his  salary,  it  was  mutually  agreed  it  should  be 
left  to  council :  and  Dea.  Tenny,  Dea.  Bailey  and  Phil- 
lip Atwood  were  appointed  to  <nanage  the  business  be- 
fore the  council,  and  afterwards  Capt.  David  Haseltine 
and  Lieut.  Richard  Kimball  were  added  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  for  ()U2;ht  appears,  the  affair  was  amicably 
adjusted.  Mr.  Symmes  was  evidently  greatly  respect- 
ed by  the  town,  and  his  judgment  much  confided  in. 
And  it  is  nothing  more  than  an  act  of  justice  to  say,  the 
town  appear  to  have  acted  generously  in  the  provision 
they  made  for  his  temporal  comfort,  and  to  have  united 
readily  with  him  in  all  his  exertions  to  do  good. 

Ujwn  his  tomb  stone  is  the  following  Inscription. 

Conditum  Hie  Corpus  Yiri  Veri  Reverendi  Zachaii 
Symmes  College  Ilavardini  Quondam  Socii  Evangelii 
Miuistri  Nati  Omnigena  Eruditione  Ornati  Pietate  Vi- 
taecpie  Sanctitate  Maxime  Conspicui  Ecclaesiae  christi 
QuiE  est  Bradforda?  per  XL  xVnnos  Pastoris  Vigilentis- 
simi  ful  Commutavit  Mortalem  cum  Tmmortali  Die  XXII 
Maitii  anno  domini  MDCCVll  Aetatis  Luci  LXXI. 

After  the  death  of  ^Ir.  Symmes,  the  town  having 
made  trial  of  his  ministerial  endowments,  voted  to  give 
a  Mr.  Stearns  a  call  to  settle  with  them,  and  for  his  sup- 
port to  give  him  60  pounds  for  the  first  four  years,  and 
6.1  the  remainder  of  his  life,  the  improvement  of  the 
parsonage,  and  thirty  cords  of  wood.  Why  he  did  not 
accept  is  not  mentioned.  In  ,Tuly  the  20th,  I7O8,  the 
church  voted  to  give  Mv.  Thomas  Symmes,  a  son  of 
their  former  minister,  an  invitation  to  settle  with  them, 
and  till' town  voted  the  same  day  to  concur  with  the  church, 
and  f'»r  hi<  suj)p()rt  to  give  iiim    both  for  quantity  and 
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quality'^  the  same  they  had  offered  Mr.  Stearns.  He 
accepted  the  call  and  was  installed  December  1708^ 
about  a  year  after  his  father's  death.    Mr.  T.  Symmes 
was  born  in  Bradford,  February  I678,  and  was  gradu- 
ated at  Harvard  College,  where  he  received  his  educa- 
tion in  1698.    He  was  a  man  of  strong  powers  of  mind 
and  of  very  considerable  learning ;  often  read  in  his 
family  from  the  Hebrew  Scriptures.    He  was  the  first 
minister  in  Boxford,  ordained  170^,  but  was  dismissed 
from  them  in  I7O8,  the  same  year  he  was  installed  in 
this  town.    In  early  life  his  principles  were  not  very 
strict,  but  he  afterward  embraced  what  are  called  the  dis- 
tinguishing doctrines  of  grace.    He  was  a  man  of  irrita-^ 
bleif  not  of  fiery  passions,  several  instances  are  recollect- 
ed in  which  his  feelings  got  altogether  the  control  of 
him,  but  he  made  it  a  uniform  habit,  as  soon  as  the  heat 
of  the  moment  was  over,  to  confess  his  sin,  and  if  in  his 
passion  he  had  said  any  thing  offensive  to  others,  to  ask 
their  pardon.    He  wanted  economy  in  the  management 
of  his  pecuniary  concerns,  for  with  a  better  salary  than 
any  of  his  neighbours,  he  lived  and  died  poor.  He 
wanted  prudence  also  in  his  intercourse  with  his  people 
and  in  the  measures  he  recommended  and  adopted  for 
the  common  good.    As  evidence  of  this,  I  will  mention 
a  rule  which  he  prevailed  with  the  church  to  adopt,  de- 
claring it  to  be  disorderly  and  a  crime  to  be  pun  is  li  ed  for 
church  members  to  lean  their  heads  down  on  their  pews 
or  rest  them  on  their  hands  during  public  worship.  And 
he  laboured  much  with  the  parish  to  get  them  to  pass  a 
resolution  to  have  the  doors  of  the  meeting-house  closed 
the  moment  public  worship  commenced,  and  to  suffer  no 
one  to  come  in  after  that.    Though  Mr.  Symmes  might 
go  to  extremes  on  these  subjects,  it  must  be  felt  that 
reformation  is  needed  here  and  in  most  societies  in  these 
particulars^  and  I  hope  a  hint  of  this  kind  will  never  again 
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be  called  Ibi*  to  secure,  in  your  practice,  all  vvliicb  decen- 
cy and  order  requires  in  this  house  of  God.  Mr.  Symmes 
was  a  good  singer  himself,  and  was  very  resolute  to  in- 
troduce regular  singing  among  his  people,  who  were  not 
at  tills  time  accustomed  to  such  kind  of  singing,  how- 
ever contrary  to  their  prejudices  and  inclinations.  He 
wrote  a  kind  of  serio-jocose  dialogue  on  the  subject, 
which  he  published,  and  by  these  means  raised  a  con- 
siderable party  spirit  in  both  places  of  his  settlement.  He 
was  a  man  of  very  popular  talents  and  made  a  figure  in 
liis  profession.  We  m  iy  judge  of  his  powers  in  the  pulpit 
by  what  Rev.  Mr.  Coleman  says  of  his  election  sermon 
preached  17^0,  may  it  prove,  says  he,  as  profitable  in 
the  reading,  as  it  was  pleasant  in  the  hearing,  the 
preacher  was  unto  us  a  very  lovely  song  of  one  that  has  a 
pleasant  voice,  and  can  play  well  on  an  instrument.''  He 
Avas  an  uncommonly  faithful  man  in  all  the  parts  of  the 
gospel  ministry,  took  special  pleasure  in  giving  instruc- 
tion to  the  rising  generation,  published  one  sermon 
preached  to  the  young  men  of  his  parish,  which  was 
much  praised  by  Increase  Mather,  and  which  needs 
oidy  to  l)e  read  to  be  admired  l)y  all  who  have  the  things 
of  religion  at  heart.  He  was  very  exact  in  self-exami- 
nation, and  spent  much  time  in  secret  ])rayer,  and  was 
uncommonly  anxious,  and  labored  abundantly  to  have 
the  church  without  spot  and  blemish  or  any  such  thins^y 
and  all  its  members,  walk  in  the  faith.  He  was  in 
favour  of  Congregational  church  government  and  greatly 
approved  of  that  part  of  the  Cambridge  platform 
whi(  li  recommends  the  having  ruling  elders  in  the 
church  ;  and  prevailed  with  his  church  to  adopt  that  plat- 
form and  to  aj)]>oint  elders.  His  miiystry  was  attend- 
e<l  with  great  success  both  in  animating  and  qui(  kening 
and  edifying  professors,  and  in  awakening  sinners;  two 
or  three  considerable  revivals  took  place  during  his  min- 
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istry.  In  17^0?  sixty-four  were  added  to  the  cliurclu 
forty-six  of  them  in  three  months,  and  twenty-five  in  one 
day,  and  there  was  but  one  year  which  passed  without 
considerable  accessions  to  the  fold  of  Christ.  Two 
hundred  and  seventy-three  were  received  into  the  com- 
munion during  his  ministry.  And  on  the  11th  of  June^ 
two  hundred  and  thirty-four  persons  united  in  commemo- 
rating their  once  crucified,  but  now  risen  Saviour, 
which  number  considering  there  were  then  but  about  two 
hundred  families  in  town,  1  apprehend  must  have  been 
very  large  even  in  those  better  days.  Four  hundred  and 
seventy-four  were  baptized  by  him,  and  eighty-seven 
couples  married.  He  died  October  6th,  17^5,  aged  48, 
and  the  town  voted  fifty  pounds  to  defray  his  funeral 
charges,  and  continued  for  some  time  his  salary  to  his 
widow.  Besides  those  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Symmes 
preached  a  convention  sermon  which  he  published. 

He  also  wrote  and  published  an  account  of  the  fight  at 
Pigwaket.* 

Upon  Ms  tomb  stone  is  the  following  Inscription. 
E.ev.  Thomas  Symmes  died  October  the  6th,  17^5, 
aged  48.  He  was  an  eminent  christian,  very  lovely  in 
his  life,  and  every  way  an  accomplished  minister,  of 
great  industry,  fidelity  and  concern  for  the  generation 
after,  saying,  while  I  live  1  will  seek  their  good,  and 
when  I  die  write  on  my  grave,  here  lies  one  who  loved 
and  sought  the  good  of  the  rising  generation. 

In  November  following  Mr.  S.  death,  the  town  ap- 
pointed Dea.  Haseltine  and  Richard  Eailey  a  committee 
to  supply  the  pulpit,  who  engaged  for  this  purpose  Mr. 
Joseph  Parsons  of  Rrookfield,  to  whom  the  church,  after 
a  suitable  time  of  trial,  gave  a  call  to  settle  with  them 

*  The  memoirs  of  the  life  and  ministry  of  Mr.  Symmes,  written  by  Rev, 
John  Brown,  formerly  of  Haverhill,  is  an  extremely  interesting  little  book.— 
a  new  edition  was  published  in  1816, 
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ill  the  work  of  the  ministry,  in  which  call  the  town 
concurred  Fehruary  18th,  17^6.  and  agreed  to  give  him 
for  his  support,  one  hundred  pounds  salary,  one  hundred 
settlement,  the  parsonage  and  dwelling-house  ;  and  in 
April  the  same  year,  they  added  ten  pounds  more  to  his 
salary.  Which  offer  he  accepted  and  was  ordained  the 
8th  of  June  1756.  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any 
public  account  of  his  character  and  life.  Those  who 
knew  him,  speak  of  him  as  an  amiable,  pleasant  man, 
a  good  i)ul)lic  speaker,  and  as  well  liked  by  neighbour- 
ing societies.  I  should  apj)rehend  he  was  a  man  of  less 
leariiing  than  his  predecessors.  His  own  people  retained 
their  attachment  to  him  till  his  death,  which  took  place 
on  the  4th  of  May  176j,  in  the  63d  year  of  his  age, 
and  39th  of  his  ministry.  He  was  a  very  fine  penman, 
and  kept  the  church  records  with  uncommon  elegance 
and  accuracy.  During  his  ministry  ilHS  were  added  to 
the  church,  831  baptized,  I76  married.  In  a  memo- 
randum attached  to  the  church  records,  he  observes,  that 
the  earthquake  on  the  29th  October  17^7>  produced  a 
great  eft'ect  upon  the  minds  of  his  people,  and  was  the 
means  of  awakening  their  attention  to  the  things  of  reli- 
g'oii.  The  same  providence  was  followed  with  the  same 
cfTect  in  t'.iis  parisli,  and  many  were  in  consequence 
added  to  this  church.  JNIr  Parsons  preached  the  con- 
veution  sermon  in  17«55,  Math,  v,  14,  l;i,  16. 

Ujwn  his  tomh  stone  is  the  followivg  Inscription, 

This  stone  is  placed  over  the  dust  of  the  Rev.  .Joseph 
Parsons,  A.  M.  pastor  of  the  first  church  in  Bradford, 
as  a  testimony  of  the  esteem  and  regard  his  flock  bore  to 
him,  as  an  excellent  minister  aiul  a  cliristian,  ])i'epared 
for  a  b(Mter  world.  He  was  favoured  with  a  quic  k  and 
easy  dismission  from  this.  May  4th,  176ii,  in  flie  63d 
year  of  ]m  age,  and  39th  of  his  ministry. 
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It  was  in  June  following  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Par- 
sons;, that  this  parish  was  set  oft',  which  event  was  in- 
deed, in  contemplation,  at  the  time  Mr.  Parsons  received 
his  calij  and  which  induced  the  people  of  tliis  part  of 
the  town  to  vote  against  his  settlement,  not  as  they  de- 
clared that  they  had  ought  against  the  man  or  doubted 
his  ministerial  qualifications,  but  because,  contemplating 
a  separation,  they  wished  this  to  take  place  first,  so  as 
not  to  be  involved  in  the  expense  of  settling  a  man 
whose  ministry  they  did  not  expect  to  enjoy. 

Mr.  Samuel  Williams,  of  Waltham,  succeeded  Mr. 
Parsons  in  the  west  parish,  he  was  ordained  Nov.  20th. 
1765,  and  continued  till  January  14th,  I78O,  when  he 
was  dismissed  in  order  to  his  accepting  the  professor- 
ship of  Matheniaticks  and  Natural  Philosophy  in  Har- 
vard University.  He  was,  I  suppose,  a  man  of  more 
learning,  than  any  other  whose  ministry  this  town  has 
enjoyed.  He  was  known  as  a  literary  character,  not 
only  in  this  but  in  other  countries,  among  whom  he  is 
spoken  of  with  respect  for  his  philosophical  enquiries 
and  observations.  A  circumstance  took  place  at  Cam- 
bridge which  rendered  his  religious  character  questiona- 
ble, but  with  the  particulars  of  that  unhappy  transaction 
1  am  not  acquainted.  We  should  be  careful  not  to  form 
too  decided  an  opinion  of  a  man's  character  from  a  single 
fault.  A  gentleman  who  was  well  acquainted  with  him 
in  Vermont,  and  who  spent  a  considerable  time  in  his 
famil}  ,  informed  me,  he  spent  his  time  in  useful  studies, 
much  esteemed  for  his  great  attainments,  and  for  his 
sober  and  orderly  life.  His  history  of  Vermont  has 
passed  through  two  editions,  and  is  one  of  the  best  works 
of  the  kind,  which  have  been  written  in  this  country. 
He  died  at  Rutland,  in  1817.  Boring  his  ministry,  the 
work  of  the  Lord  went  on  in  that  parish,  67  w  ere  added 
to  the  church,  225  baptized,  and  8.^  married.    He  pub- 
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iislicd  while  here,  a  8ermou  on  repentance ;  also  a 
Thanksgiving  sermon,  Psalm  cxxxvii,  5, 6,  entitled,  lov  e 
of  our  country. 

Mr.  Allen,  the  present  minister  followed  him,  and  is 
loo  well  known  by  you  to  need  any  description  of  his 
character,  and  too  much  respected  to  need  any  praise 
from  me.  He  was  ordained  June  8tli,  1781  ;  since 
which  time  there  have  heen  two  considerable  revivals, 
one  in  the  year  1806,  the  other  in  1812,  which  produced 
an  observable  change  in  the  state  of  that  people,  as  well 
as  in  the  feelings  and  life  of  tlieir  venerable  pastor.  Dur- 
ing his  ministry,  eighty-five  have  been  adckMl  to  the 
church,  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  baptized,  two  hun- 
dred and  one  married.  May  God  grant  that  he  may 
still  sec  tlie  fruit  of  his  labors,  and  many  souls,  among  his 
people,  gatliered  into  the  fold  of  Christ,  before  he  sleeps 
with  the  genera^io!!  of  the  dead.  1  have  every  reason 
to  reverence  and  respect  him  for  the  very  kind  attention 
J  have  uniformly  received  from  him  since  my  settlement 
in  this  place. 

This  parish  was,  as  we  observed,  set  off  and  incorpo- 
rated in  June  17^6,  immediately  upon  w  hich  the  people 
set  about  erecting  a  house  for  |)ublic  worshij).  and  placed 
it.  as  you  all  know,  but  a  little  d-istance  from  the  one  in 
which  we  are  now  assembled.  'Vhv  fust  pa^  's  meetnig 
was  held  the  4th  of  July  17-6  :  Samuel  Tenny  was 
moderator.  On  the  8th  of  Novemi)er  this  year,  they 
voted  unanimously  to  invite  Mr.  AVillinm  T5\lch  to 
preach  with  them,  and  on  (he  13th  of  Mairh  following, 
they  gave  him  a  call  to  settle  with  them,  and  for  his  sup- 
port to  give  liim  one  hundred  pounds  set(l(Mnent,  one 
hundred  pounds  salary,  the  improvement  of  the  parson- 
age house  and  lot:  and  if  at  the  end  of  fur  ye:irs  Mr. 
lialch  should  signify  under  his  own  hand,  that  (liis  was 
not  enough  for  his  comfortable  snpjx  rt,  they  wcoi'd  add 
fen  more,  and  ifaOer  experiment  this  was  not  found 
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Gijougli,  tbey  would  add  another  ten  pounds.  Mr.  Bakh^ 
after  some  alteration^  mutually  agreed  on  in  the  proposals, 
accepted  the  pall  and  was  ordained  accordingly.  Ida 
not  ktiow  that  I  can  gratify  your  expectations  better  in 
rogaid  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Balch,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  his  ministry  in  this  place,  than  to  read  to  you 
the  account  given  in  Eliot's  Biographical  Dictionary;^ 
which  is  as  follows 

William  Balch,  minister  of  the  second  church  in  Brad- 
ford, was  born  at  Beverly  in  1704.  He  possessed  strong 
powers  of  mind  ;  few  of  our  New-England  divines 
have  surpassed  him  in  clearness  of  perception,  compre- 
hension of  understanding  or  soundness  of  judgment. 
The  simplicity  of  his  manners  was  peculiar,  and  he  had 
a  softness  and  benevolence  in  his  disposition,  which  he 
discovered  on  occasions,  wliere  most  men  would  have , 
been  irritated.  He  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College, 
17^4,  ordained  17^8,  and  died  1792,  aged  88.  The 
first  years  of  his  ministry  were  spent  in  peace  and  har- 
mony with  his  people,  and  the  neighbouring  churches. 
At  length  a  spirit  of  disorganization  prevailed  in  many 
places,  especially  in  the  towns  near  the  river  Merrimack. 
Nine  members  of  Mr.  Balch's  church  declared  them- 
selves dissatisfied  with  the  preaching  of  their  minister, 
and  made  a  formal  complaint  to  the  brethren.  The 
church  thought  the  complaint  unreasonable,  and  refused 
to  act  upon  it.  Hence  the  aggrieved  party  applied  to  a 
neighbouring  church,  to  admonish  their  pastor  and 
brethren,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  platform,  hy 
the  third  ivay  of  communion,  Tlie  church  voted  to  call 
a  council  of  the  neighbouring  churches,  and  the  result 
was  signed  by  the  moderator,  the  venerable  John  Bar- 
nard, minister  of  the  first  church  in  Andover,  blaming 
the  conduct  of  those  who  complained,  and  approved  the 
doings  of  the  church.    Mr.  Balch  published  the  whole 
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that  passed  between  him  and  the  first  church  in  Glouces- 
ter, and  the  transactions  of  both  churches,  till  the  dis- 
pute was  settled.  This  was  printed  in  1744.  Two 
years  after  the  parochial  difference,  Messrs.  Wiggles- 
worth  of  Ipswich,  and  Cliipman  of  Beverly,  made  a 
serious  attack  upon  their  brother  Balch  for  propagating 
Arminian  tenets,  and  wrote  an  able  defence  of  the  doc- 
trines of  Calvin,  which  were  generally  the  sentiments  of 
the  New-England  planters.  It  seems  the  former  con- 
troversy began  in  1644,  by  a  declaration  of  the  aggrieved 
brethren,  that  their  pastor  propagated  doctrines,  not 
agreeing  with  the  confession  of  faitli  of  these  Congrega- 
tional churches  ;  and  also,  that  the  church  neglected  the 
proper  means  of  convicting  said  pastor  of  iiis  errors." 
The  gentleman  w  ho  wrote  against  him  in  17+^?  had 
been  assisting  those  who  complained  ;  and  they  were 
not  satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  council.  Their  work, 
however,  liad  no  other  effect,  than  to  draw  from  Mr.  B. 
a  most  able  reply,  in  which  he  manifested  a  temper  that, 
w  ith  all  his  meekness,  could  feel  rebuke.  There  is[in  it] 
much  keen  satire,  mingled  with  sensible  remarks  and 
solid  argument.  The  separatist-i  in  Bradford,  after  this, 
built  a  meeting-house  for  themselves  and  the  disaffected 
members  of  other  churches.  2VIr.  lialcli  lived  to  a  good 
old  age.  His  own  flock  esteemed  and  loved  him,  and 
when  he  was  advanced  in  years  settled  a  colleague. 
He  lived  retired  and  was  fond  of  hus])andry,  and  tlic 
fruit  of  ids  orchard  was  said  to  be  the  best  in  the  county 
of  Essex.  He  was  fond  of  the  company  of  young  men 
of  talents,  and  had  line  colloquial  powers,  especially  in 
discussing  Uiet^logical  subjects.  Being  very  desirous  to 
read  every  thing  new  upon  Ethics  and  Meta|)hysics,  he 
made  many  encpiiries  wiiich  discovered  freedom  of 
thought,  and  proved  the  energy  «)f  his  mind  did  not  fail 
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him  ill  those  years,  when  our  strength  is  labour  and 
sorrow. 

P.  S.  His  publications  are,  a  discourse  upon  self- 
righteousness,  in  which  he  declares  what  are  false  con- 
fidences, from  the  parable  of  the  Pharisee  and  Publican, 
1743 — election  sermon,  1749.  His  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  council  and  uis  reply  to  Messrs.  W.  &  C. 
make  two  pamphlets  of  more  than  fifty  pages. 

I  have  but  little  to  add  to  this  account  of  Mr.  Balch. 
So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  from  the  knowledge  1  have 
of  Mr.  Balch,  and  the  circumstances  of  his  ministry 
here,  I  am  disposed  to  think  the  statement  made  in 
the  above  extract,  in  regard  to  facts,  is  fair  and 
correct,  and  will  enable  those  of  you  who  have  only 
heard  of  these  things,  to  form  as  correct  an  idea  abi)ut  this 
venerable  man,  and  the  circumstances  of  his  ministry, 
as  any  thing  which  could  be  said  in  the  limits  allowed  to 
a  discourse. 

In  regard  to  the  sentiments  which  formed  the  subject 
of  controversy  between  them,  it  will  be  of  no  importance 
for  me  to  decide.  All  the  parties  have  long  since  ap- 
peared before  their  judge.  I  should,  however,  think 
myself  faulty,  did  I  not  suppose  I  bad  given  you  an  op- 
portunity of  knowing  my  own  views  of  these  doctrines, 
for  the  correctness  of  which,  I  shall  also  have  to  give 
account. 

So  far  as  discipline  was  concerned,  the  simple  ques- 
tion between  the  parties  to  be  decided  is,  whether  those 
of  the  church  and  neighbourhood,  who  were  in  sentiment 
Calvinistic,  had  a  right,  according  to  the  then  allowed 
organization  of  the  church,  to  deal  with  Mr.  Balch  and 
other  members  of  the  church,  who  they  thought  were 
Arminian  ?  And  in  the  decision  of  this  question  it  is  to 
be  presumed,  there  will  be  now,  as  there  certainly 
was  then,  a  diversity  of  sentiment.  Before  the  death  of 
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Mr.  Baldly  several  of  his  opponents  became  reconciled 
to  him.  One  of  them  came  to  him  and  made  a  formal 
and  humble  acknowledgement  that  he  had  wronged  liimj 
and  from  the  character  of  Mr.  Batch,  we  have  no  reason 
to  question,  but  he  heartily  forgave  him. 

The  last  days  of  Mr.  Balch,  were  calm  and  serene,  , 
and  with  the  expression,     Come  Lord  Jesus,  I  am 
ready,''  he  fell  asleep. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  know,  that  Mr. 
Batch  was  a  descendant  of  Mr.  Jolni  Balch,  one  of  the 
lirst  settlers  in  Beverlv,  who  moved  there  from  Dor- 
Chester,  concerning  whom  Rev.  Mr.  White,  one  of 
the  chief  founders  under  God  of  the  Massachusetts 
Colony,  says  he  was  an  honest  and  good  man.'' 
Beside  the  publications  mentioned  above,  Mr.  Balch 
published  a  sermon  preached  at  the  formation  of  the 
second  clnnch  in  Rowley,  entitled  "  The  duty  of  a 
christian  church  to  manage  their  affairs  with  charity,"  1 
Cor.  xvi.  14.  And  also  a  sermon  preached  before  the 
convention  of  Congregational  ministers. 

His  tomb  stone  has  the  fallowing  inscription. 

"Erected  to  the  memory  of  tlie  Rev.  William  Balch, 
the  fust  pastor  of  the  church  in  this  place,  who  departed 
this  life  January  the  iSth,  A.  D.  1792,  and  in  the  88th 
year  of  his  age,  and  64th  of  his  ministry. 

After  Mr.  Balch,  through  the  infirmities  of  age  be- 
come unable  to  disciiarge  the  duties  of  a  pastor,  an  ar- 
rangement was  made  for  settling  a  colleague,  several 
candidates  were  employed,  one  of  whom  ISlv.  Chaplin 
from  Rowley,  nowof  Groton,  received  an  invitation  to 
settle,  and  gave  an  answer  in  the  atlirmative.  But  as 
objections  rose  up  before  his  ordination,  a  council  was 
called  and  he  was  released.  There  was  nothing 
however  in  these  objections  whic1»  bore  unfavourably 


51 

upon  the  ministerial  cliaracter  of  Mr.  Chaplin 
The  effect  of  this  was  as  might  have  been  expected,  the 
parish  was  divided  into  parties,  and  a  great  many  per- 
sons  were  heard  upon  trial,  before  one  was  found  in 
whom  they  could  unite.  But  at  length  he  who  giveth 
pastors,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  committee  of 
supplies,  brought  Mr.  Ebenezer  Dutch  to  this  place. 
His  first  sermon  from  the  text,  "  buy  the  truth  and  sell 
it  not,"  pleased  all  and  united  all.  And  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1779,  both  church  and  parish  gave  an 
unanimous  vote  for  his  settlement,  with  the  exception  of 
an  individual,  who  said  he  voted  against  him  to  take  off 
the  curse  pronounced  against  those  of  whom  all  speak 
well.  A  great  abuse  certainly  of  the  real  intention  of 
that  scripture.  Mr.  Dutch  accepted  the  invitation,  and 
was  ordained  November  17,  1779. 

Mr.  Dutch  was  born  in  Ipswich,  was  graduated 
at  Providence  College  in  1776.  So  far  as  books  are 
concerned,  I  suppose  though  respectable,  he  had  less 
learning  than  any  of  his  predecessors.  He  was  a  man 
however  of  ah  active  ready  mind,  possessed  naturally 
great  powers  of  speech,  and  when  his  feelings  were  par- 
ticularly  engaged,  was  as  one  certainly  able  to  judge 
says,  a  man  of"  empassioned  eloquence,'^  and  could  with- 
out preparation  hold  forth  on  any  subject  connected  with 
his  profession,  with  great  ease  to  himself  and  much  to 
the  satisfaction  of  his  hearers.  He  was  a  man  of  quick 
feelings,  and  was  in  consequence  often  put  off  his  guard. 
This  produced  excentricities,  contradictions,  and  irregu- 
larities  in  his  conduct.  And  all  will  lament  to  say  or 
think,  that  he  engaged  for  a  time  too  much  in  specula- 
tions of  a  worldly  nature,  a  circumstance  which  proved 
injurious  not  only  to  his  name  but  finally  to  his  estate. 
But  he  that  repenteth  and  forsaketh  his  sin  shall  find 
mercy.    No  one  was  more  sensible  of  his  mistake,  sin 
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if  you  will  have  it  so^  than  Mr.  Dutch  himself  finally 
became,  and  certainly  no  one  more  sorry  for  it.  Most 
of  you  will  recollect  the  sermon  he  preached  from  these 
words,  cut  it  down  why  cumbereth  it  the  ground/' 
afier  he  became  sensible  of  his  errors,  and  also  the  ac- 
knowledgments he  made  on  this  occasion.  His  convic- 
ti()ns  were  followed  by  amendment  of  life,  for  if  in  the 
middle  part  of  his  ministry  the  cares  of  this  world  occu- 
pied too  much  of  his  time,  there  was  a  most  thorough  re- 
form, and  no  one  could  well  be  more  diligent  and  faithful 
than  he  was  the  few  last  years  of  his  life  ;  and  God  be 
blessed  he  was  permitted  to  see  the  fruits  of  his  labour. 
Many  in  this  place  must  acknowledge  him  as  their  fa- 
ther in  Christ.  His  death  as  you  all  know,  was  very 
sudden,  but  the  little  time  spared  him,  after  he  felt  its 
approach,  was  spent  in  personal  devotion,  in  words  of 
exhortation,  of  comfort  and  reproof  to  those  who  came 
around  him,  according  as  their  particular  circumstances 
seemed  to  recpiire.  He  departed  this  life  the  5th  of 
August,  1813,  aged  62,  in  the  thirty-fourth  year  of  his 
ministry.  During  his  ministry  there  were  147  vvliich 
were  received  to  the  church,  218  married.  He  did  not 
keep  an  account  of  baptisms,  a  circumstance  much  to  be 
resiretted.  He  must  have  administered  this  ordinance 
to  about  three  hundred.  Mr.  Dutch  published  two  ser- 
mons, one  preached  at  the  dedica  ion  of  this  house,  the 
other  after  the  death  of  the  first  Mrs.  Dutch. 

His  tomb  stone  has  the  fulloivw^  Inscription. 
Rev.  Ebenezer  Dutch  departed  tliis  life,  August  4th, 
1813,  aged  62. 

As  priests  of  old,  so  christian  pastor?  die, 
Put  ("lirist  tlie  Lord,  (he  cjvnX  W'x^h  Priest  on  high, 
And  the  pood  Shepherd,  ever  lives  to  save 
Those,  for  whose  ransom,  his  own  blood  he  gave. 
Hi<  church,  he  ever  will  defend  and  feed, 
And  brine  to  endless  life,  a  numerons  seed, 
Those  pastors,  will  a  crown  (^f  trlory,  wear, 
Who  feed  his  lanibii  acd  sheep,  with  faithful  care. 
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Your  present  pastor  was  ordained  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1814.  Since  his  coming  among  you^  to  January 
this  year^  there  have  been  33  added  to  the  church,  47 
infants  and  12  adults  baptized^  70  deaths^  ^00  births^ 
and  34  marriages. 

I  should  be  considered  guilty  of  an  important  omis- 
sionj  did  I  not  give  some  account  of  singing  as  it  has 
been  performed  in  our  churches.  A  special  attention  to 
this  lovely  part  of  public  worship  was  excited  by  the 
younger  Symmes.  Till  his  time  the  practice  was  to 
read  one  or  two  lines  and  then  to  sing  them.  A  prac- 
tice which  prevailed  universally  in  the  early  settlement 
of  this  country.  He  prevailed  with  the  people  to  alter 
their  practice  in  this  respect,  and  was  so  happy  by  his 
exertions,  as  to  excite  an  attention,  indeed  to  create  a 
taste  for  this  part  of  worship,  which  has  in  a  degree  con- 
tinued to  the  present  time.  Perhaps  few  towns 
have  been  favoured  for  a  longer  time  with  decent  per- 
formance of  tliis  duty,  in  this  parish,  I  do  not  know 
but  in  both  since  the  division  of  the  town  there  has  been 
a  greater  union  of  feeling  and  harmony  of  action,  than  is 
always  found  among  those  who  join  in  this  service.  I 
have  not  learned  of  more  than  one  considerable  inter- 
niption  of  this  good  feeling  in  this  parish  since  its  in- 
corporation. And  this  controversy  was  soon  settled  to 
the  mutual  and  general  satisfaction,  by  some  wise  regula- 
tion adopted  by  the  parish.  There  is  now  a  large 
number  of  persons  well  acquainted  with  the  rules  of  this 
science,  and  several  who,  if  occasion  called,  could  with 
great  credit,  take  the  lead  in  the  choir.  For  this  we  are 
in  a  great  measure  indebted  to  the  exertions  and  skill  of 
the  one  who  has,  for  many  years,  had  the  conduct  of 
singing  in  this  place.  To  whom  this  society  is  under 
great  obligations  for  the  part  he  has  taken  in  this  hiisi- 
BesS;  and  I  apprehend  the  public  acknowledgment  of 
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this  seutimeut  is  nothing  more  than  what  is  his  just 

I  should  not  however  leave  proper  impressions  of  my 
ideas  concerning  the  style  of  our  music,  did  T  not  ob- 
serve there  is  in  it  a  degree  of  harsluiess,  perhaps  1  ought 
to  add  noise,  wliich  very  much  diminishes  the  pleasure, 
if  not  the  moral  and  religious  effects  which  would  other- 
wise be  received  from  it.  I  know  there  are  exertions 
now  making  to  remedy  tliis  evil,  aud  as  all  seem  sensi- 
ble of  the  need  of  reforiuation,  I  cannot  but  hope  these 
exertions  will  be  followed  with  the  most  perfect  success. 

Having  thus  called  to  your  recollection  some  of  the 
most  important  and  iuteresting  events  connected  with  the 
history  of  this  town,  most  of  them,  I  know,  important 
and  interesting  to  none  but  ourselves,  I  shall  conclude 
with  a  few  observations  which  seem  to  arise  from  the 
subjects  before  us.  And 

1st.  The  people  in  this  town  have  the  greatest  reason 
for  gratitude,  for  the  good  and  pleasant  land  which  the 
Lord  their  God  has  given  them.  Very  few  people  are 
more  favoured  in  this  respect  than  the  people  of  this 
place.  When  they  sow  their  seed,  it  does  really  fall 
into  that  good  ground  which  bringeth  fortii,  some  thirty, 
some  sixty  and  some  a  hundred  fold.  But  it  is  not  only 
those  who  get  their  riches  from  the  increase  of  the  field, 
who  have  reason  to  sa}-  their  lines  have  fallen  to  them 
in  pleasant  places,  for  such  is  the  nature  of  business 
here,  that  all  who  are  disposed  may  find  full  employ- 
ment, and  employments  suited  to  their  capacities,  wheth- 
er  in  the  dawn  of  life,  or  arrived  to  tlie  si  l  ength  and 
vigour  of  manliood,  or  sinking  under  the  infirmities  of 
age.  There  may  be  places  where  large  possessions  can 
be  more  readily  acquired,  but  I  (juestion  whether  there 
is  one  in  this  commonweaKli,  wliere  means  of  comforta- 

*  Captain  Phineas  Ilardy. 
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ble  living  can  be  more  easily  obtained^  or  indeed  where 
they  are  more  generally  enjoyed.  And  it  would  be  easy^ 
by  the  mention  of  individuals,  to  support  the  declaration, 
that  here  also  the  hand  of  the  diligent  maketh  rich. 
If  these  things  are  so,  and  I  appeal  to  all  sober  minded 
and  considerate  persons  for  the  truth  of  them,  I  would 
ask  whether,  except  in  instances  of  real  misfortunes^ 
those  who  are  destitute  of  things  necessary  and  conven- 
ient, have  not  great  reason  to  look  for  the  real  cause,  in 
some  fault  or  folly  of  their  own. 

gd.  From  the  care  this  town  has  taken  to  select  out 
and  appoint  to  office  men  of  good  report,  those  who  look- 
ed not  only  to  their  own  things,  but  also  to  the  things  of 
others,  the  public  concerns  of  this  town  have  been 
wisely  and  prudently  conducted ;  very  few  instances 
occur,  from  the  earliest  settlement  to  the  present  time, 
of  any  considerable  default  in  any  of  the  officers  in  the 
town.  And  in  consequence  of  the  measures  the  town  has 
at  different  times  adopted,  to  preserve  order  in  their  as- 
semblies, the  meetings  for  the  transaction  of  town  and 
parish  business,  have  generally  been  decent  and  orderly, 
thus  affording  all  present  an  opportunity  to  see  and  hear 
what  was  doing  and  of  acting  understandingly,  in  the 
parts  they  took  in  the  various  business  brought  before 
them.  And  though  in  the  various  transactions  of  the 
town  for  170  years,  there  must  have  been  in  many  in- 
stances a  diversity  of  sentiment  and  judgment,  yet  upon 
the  whole  there  is  upon  the  records,  great  evidence  of  a 
general  disposition  to  think  and  act  together. 

3d.  From  what  the  town  has  done  to  furnish  instruc- 
tion to  the  rising  generation,  A  knowledge  competent 
to  the  conduct  of  the  common  concerns  of  life,  has  been 
acquired  by  most  who  have  lived  in  this  town,  and  there 
have  always  been  a  competent  number  of  well  instruct- 
*  ed  persons,  able  to  transact  all  the  business  of  the  town 
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in  a  correct  and  orderly  way.  The  public  records  have 
been  well  kept^  and  1  should  be  guilty  of  an  omission, 
did  I  not  observe  this  has  been  particularly  the  case 
since  they  have  been  in  the  hands  of  the  present  clerk^ 
who  has  served  the  town  in  this  office,  about  twenty 
years.*  And  though  there  have  not  risen  many  men^ 
strictly  called  great,  yet  there  have  been  those  respecta- 
ble in  the  councils  of  the  State,  and  distinguished  on  the 
battle  ground.  There  have  also  been  and  still  are,  in 
the  several  professions,  men  whom  the  town  calls  her 
sous,  with  whose  standing  in  life  she  has  much  reason 
to  be  satisfied. 

4th.  From  the  part  the  town,  in  common  with  others, 
took  in  the  great  enterprise  which  gave  independence  to 
these  United  States,  you  enjoy  a  free  government,  equal 
laws,  and  a  mild  administration  ;  your  personal,  civil 
and  religious  rights,  are  all  secured  to  you ;  your  nobles 
are  of  yourself,  and  your  governours  proceed  Jrom  the 
midst  of  you.  There  is  indeed  no  other  nation  upon  the 
globe,  where  the  people  are  so  free  and  happy,  where 
the  means  of  comfortable,  I  may  say  genteel  subsistance, 
can  be  so  generally  acquired,  or  where  every  one  has 
so  full  and  unrestrained  an  opportunity  of  directing  his 
talents  and  labours  in  the  way,  and  to  the  purposes  most 
agreeable  to  himself. 

5t\u  In  consequence  of  the  exertions  which  the  people 
of  this  town  have  made,  to  enjoy  in  a  decent  and  com- 
fortable way,  the  ordinances  of  religion,  they  have  been 
furnished  with  convenient  places  for  holding  (heir  reli- 
gious assemblies.  Six  houses  have  been  erected  for  this 
purpose,  two  by  the  town,  while  they  w  orshipped  to- 
gether, one  by  the  west  parish,  two  by  this  parish,  and 
one  by  tlio^r  w  ho  separated  from  this  becajise  nf  (heir 
disaftection  tt)  Mr.  l^ah  li.    Thref«  of  ihi^^tv  like  those 

•  William  Greenooirli,  E^q. 
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who  worshipped  in  them,  have  fallen  under  the  weight 
of  years.  Two  of  them  are  now  standing  in  this  town^ 
and  afford  convenience  to  those  who  are  disposed  to 
worship  God  in  company,  and  so  prepare  for  a  better 
country,  where  the  righteous  will  find  a  building  not 
made  with  hands  eternal  and  in  the  heavens,  large 
enough  for  the  whole  congregation  of  the  just. 

6.  The  people  have  not  only  had  houses  for  public 
worship,  they  have  had  ministers  of  the  Lord  also,  to 
lead  in  the  services  of  these  sanctuaries.  Very  few 
years,  I  believe,  hardly  seven  in  the  whole,  since  1668, 
have  passed,  but  the  people  have  beheld  their  teacher. 
And  even  during  the  short  intervals  which  have  passed, 
between  tlie  removal  of  one  and  the  settlement  of  another 
pastor,  the  pulpits  have  been  so  supplied,  that  for  17O 
years,  hardly  a  sabbath  has  passed,  but  the  word  of 
God  has  been  read  and  explained  in  the  public  congrega- 
tions of  the  people,  and  I  shall  be  supported  by  all 
who  have  knowledge  on  the  subject,  when  I  say  for  the 
most  part,  by  those  too,  who  were  able  to  teach  and 
willing  to  wait  on  the  things  of  the  ministry.  If  there  is 
any  advantage  then  in  the  constant  enjoyment  of  an  able 
and  faithful  ministry,  this  town  has  had  it  as  fully,  I 
presume,  as  any  other  town  in  the  Commonwealth. 
What  improvement,  individuals  have  made  of  the 
price  thus  put  into  their  hands  to  get  wisdom,  must  be 
left  to  the  decision  of  the  great  day.  That  there  are  real 
and  substantial  benefits  connected  with  the  ministry  of 
the  word  and  ordinances,  is  as  certain  as  the  word  of 
God  and  the  history  of  the  church  can  make  it.  Botli 
the  word  of  God  and  the  history  of  ages,  teach  us  that, 
faith  Cometh  by  hearing,  and  that  by  the  foolishness  of 
preaching,  it  pleases  God,  to  save  those  that  are  lost. 
The  records  of  our  churches  bear  evidence,  that  this  or- 
dinance of  the  Lord  has  not  been  in  vain  in  this  place, 
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For  previous  to  the  separation  of  the  town  into  parishes, 
there  were  399  gatliered  into  the  visible  church  ;  since  that 
time,  333  have  been  added  to  the  church  in  the  west 
parish,  ;i42  to  tliat  in  this,  makiui;  1284  in  all.  While 
the  town  wi)rshli)ped  together,  there  were  837  baptized, 
since  that  117^5  have  been  served  witli  this  ordinance  in 
the  west  parish  ;  and  it' our  calculations  concerning  the 
number  baptized  by  ]Mr.  Dutcb,  be  correct,  something 
more  than  1000  in  thi>,  making  together  nnu'e  than  3000. 
or  those  who  iiave  made  profession  of  religion,  about 
1  too  iiad  received  the  ordinances  of  baptism  in  infancy, 
the  remainder,  amounting  to  about  184.  weie  baptized 
upon  profession.  And  now,  in  review  of  these  facts,  let 
us,  with  the  full  impression  of  the  immense  value  of 
souls  upon  our  minds,  ask  ourselves,  whether  the  hope- 
ful piety  of  1^84  persons,  who  actually  professed  reli- 
gion, together  w  ith  tliose  who  may  have  obtained  a  sav- 
ing interest  in  Christ,  but  did  not,  from  various  causes, 
unite  outwardly  with  his  visible  kingdom,  and  also  the 
baptism  of  nearly  half  of  all  who  have  lived  and  died  in 
this  place,  is  net  more  than  a  hundred  fold  reward  for 
all  the  expense  the  town  has  been  at,  to  support  the  wor- 
ship and  ordinances  of  God.  Or  even,  if  you  sup|)ose, 
many  may  have  professed  the  name  of  Christ,  who  not- 
withstanding, liad  not  received  him  into  their  hearts, 
would  not  those  who  remain  after  all  the  deductions 
that  you  can  think  ought  to  be  made,  be  a  more  than  full 
return  for  all  that  has  been  done  in  this  place,  to  pro- 
mote the  salvation  of  souls. 

7.  And  to  the  (juestion,  What projit  is  there  in  baptism? 
do  not  (lie  records  of  our  churches  reply  as  an  apostle 
did  in  relalion  to  another  ordinance,  whose  real  design 
l)ore  a  striking  resemblance  to  this  ?  ^Much  every  ivay. 
Above  one  (bird  of  all,  who  have  in  this  town  been  serv- 
ed  in  early  life  with  this  ordinance,  have  in  mature  age 
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made  a  profession  of  faith  in  Christ  in  some  of  our 
churches.  It  is  known  also  that  many,  who  received  this 
ordinance  in  tliis  place,  have  professed  Christ  in  other 
towns  to  which  they  had  in  the  providence  of  God  re- 
moved. Above  three  hundred  are  still  living,  concern- 
ing whom,  both  the  promises  of  God  and  the  past  history 
of  our  churches,  justify  us  in  the  hope,  that  many  of  them 
will,  at  some  time,  do  better  things  than  to  continue  in  un- 
belief. While  from  among  a  greater  number,  who  had 
not  this  seal  of  the  covenant  put  upon  them,  something 
short  of  two  hundred  have  in  after  life  confessed  Christ 
before  men.  I  make  these  observations  in  relation 
to  facts  connected  with  the  history  of  redeeming  love 
in  this  place — facts  too,  which  call  for  the  serious  con- 
sideration of  all  who  make  the  things  of  religion  the 
subject  of  their  concern  ;  bearing,  in  my  own  breast,  at  the 
same  time  feelings  of  good  will  towards  those  w  ho  differ 
from  me,  in  regard  to  the  requirement  of  God  respecting 
the  proper  subject  of  this  ordinance.  And  T  hope  I 
shall  be  believed  when  I  say,  it  is  my  earnest  prayer 
that  all  in  this  place,  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
may  really  love  one  another,  and  so  doing  we  shall  have 
reason  to  hope,  if  in  any  thing  we  be  differently  minded, 
God  will,  in  due  time,  reveal  even  this  unto  us. 

8.  But  when  we  have  the  greatest  reason  to  thank  God 
because  so  much  good  has  resulted  from  the  enjoyment 
of  his  ordinances  in  this  town,  we  have  also  reason  for 
the  deepest  regret  that  so  many  have  apparently  neglect- 
ed this  salvation.  The  whole  number,  who  have  lived 
and  died  or  do  still  live  in  this  town,  according  to  the 
best  counting  I  can  make,  is  about  7000,  of  whom,  as  we 
have  already  mentioned,  ISS^  have  made  open  profes- 
sion of  having  obtained  a  saving  interest  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  If  we  should  reduce  this  number,  by  tak- 
ing  from  it  all,  who  may  have  been  suspected  of  having 
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a  name  to  live,  while  they  were  really  dead^  and  compare 
what  are  left  with  those,  who  made  no  pretentions  to  re- 
ligion, and  those  the  world  judged  to  have  none,  what  a 
striking  illustration  shall  we  have  of  the  words  of  the 
Saviour,  That  wide  is  the  gate  and  broad  is  the  way  that 
leadeth  to  destruction  and  many  there  be  that  go  in  there- 
at ;  wliile  strait  is  the  gate  and  narrow  is  the  ivay  that 
leadeih  unto  life  and  few  there  he  that  find  it,  A  num- 
ber may  be  considerable  in  itself,  and  yet  comparatively 
small,  and  such  is  the  case  in  relation  to  those,  who 
have  in  this  town  professed  an  interest  in  Christ ;  1284 
persons  gathered  into  his  visible  kingdom,  and  in  charit- 
able hope  saved  from  wrath  througli  him,  is  such  a  display 
of  divine  goodness  and  such  an  overflowing  return  for  all 
that  has  been  done  hereto  promote  his  cause,  we  can  nev- 
er sufliciently  adore  His  unspeakable  grace,  whose  Spirit 
has  done  all  this.  And  yet  how  lamentable  to  reflect,  a 
number  fiv  e  fold  greater  have  neglected  the  offers  of  salva- 
tion. Does  it  not,  my  friends,  seem  strange,  that  so  ma- 
ny, who  lived  before  you,  with  all  the  advantages  they 
enjoyed  for  acquainting  themselves  with  God  so  as  to  be 
at  peace  with  him  ;  advantages  too,  which  others  im- 
proved to  their  salvation,  should  notwithstanding  con- 
tinue impenitent  and  unbelieving;  and  is  it  not  equally 
strange  that  you,  who  are  this  day  without  faith,  should 
walk  in  the  same  way  of  unbelief.  Your  advantages  for 
attending  to  the  concerns  of  your  souls  are  great,  and  your 
opportunities  for  religious  instruction  numerous ;  what 
reasons  then  have  you  for  thus  neglecting  the  offers  of 
recovering  mercy  and  pardoning  grace  ?  Or  what  is 
there  in  your  case,  which  in  the  place  of  torment  will 
prove  any  such  alleviation  to  your  sufferings  as  to  justify 
you  in  the  present  neglect  of  this  great  salvation.  The 
space  afforded  you  to  make  your  peace  with  God  is 
passing  swiftly  aw  ay.    Consider  the  former  generations. 
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Our  fathers,  wJiere  are  they  ?  Four  generations  since 
the  settlement  of  this  town  all  sleep  the  sleep  of  death. 
Of  the  fifthj  but  here  and  there  one  remains  to  tell  us  of 
the  years  that  are  past,  while  those  of  the  sixth  pass  for 
old  men  and  old  women  among  us. — And  the 'prophets,  do 
they  live  forever?  Six,  who  have  ministered  here  in 
holy  things,  have  been  gathered  to  the  fathers,  all  but 
one  of  whom  slumber  in  the  same  ground  with  those  who 
received  instruction  from  their  lips.  These  all  rest  from 
their  labours,  and  their  works  have  followed  them.  And 
you,  my  friends,  will  soon  sleep  in  the  same  dust.  Give  all 
diligence  then  to  make  your  calling  and  election  sure.  For 
though  they  sleep,  though  the  earth  has  received  them 
out  of  our  sight,  and  the  grave  has  closed  upon  them, 
the  Lord  hath  his  eye  upon  them,  counts  their  numbers, 
weighs  all  their  dust  in  a  balance,  writes  all  their  mem- 
bers in  his  book  ;  not  a  part  will  be  lost,  not  an  individ- 
ual will  be  overlooked,  not  one  be  left  unrecovered  from 
the  ground  \ — they  will  all  rise  and  come  forth  out  of 
their  graves,  and  you  will  rise  also  and  come  forth  out 
of  your  graves,  and  we  shall  all  meet  at  the  judgment 
seat  of  Christ.  At  that  time  and  at  that  place,  you  will 
meet  with  all,  whose  names  have  been  called  to  recollec- 
tion this  day,  and  all,  w  ho  have  lived  in  this  town,  and 

i  indeed  with  all,  who  have  lived  in  all  other  towns, 
states  and  kingdoms.  What  a  solemn  and  interesting 
day  !  The  Judge  of  quick  and  dead  will  then  be  upon 
his  seat,  the  books  open,  the  trumpet  sounding,  the  uni- 

I   verse  assembling.    Towns  and  parishes,  their  pastors  as 

I  their  leaders,  in  company  approaching  the  final  tribunal : 
heaven  and  hell,  the  everlasting  dwellings  of  the  right- 

'  eous  and  the  wicked,  in  view,  and  nothing  remaining  but 
the  awful  sentence  to  be  pronounced,  and  the  condition 
of  all  is  fixed  for  ever— — 
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A  point  of  time,  a  moment's  space, 
Removes  us  to  yon  heavenly  place, 
Or  locks  us  up  in  hell." 

My  friends,  is  it  not  prudent  to  prepare  beforehand 
for  this  solemn,  interesting  day  :  and,  since  all  your  ac- 
tions are  written  in  the  book  of  the  chronicles  kept  in 
heaven,  to  see  that  your  names  are  also  recorded  in  the 
book  of  life. 

Now  UNTO  Him  th\t  is    able  to  keep  yoi? 

FROM  FALLING  AND  TO  PREBRNT  YOU  FAULTLESS 
BEFORE  THE  PRESENCE  OF  HlS  GLORY  WITH  EXCEEDING 
JOY,  TO  THE  ONLY  WISE  GoD  OUR  SaVIOUR  BE  GLORY 
AND  MAJESTY,  DOMINION  AND  POWER  BOTH  NOW  AND 
FOR  EVER.  AMEN. 


ERRATA. 

Page     nth  hne  from  the  top,  for  1700,  read  1750. 

Page  15,  3d  line  from  the  top,  for  have  been  given  orders,  read  orders  have 
been  given. 

fhal^ytJt'^^  Jf^nuary  this  year.,  read  in  January 
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Containing  a  number  of  interesting  facts,  some  omitted 
by  mistake  in  copying  the  discourse  for  the  press,  others 
of  such  a  nature,  as  could  not  well  be  introduced  into  the 
body  of  the  discourse,  and  a  few  not  known  at  the  time. 

1.  The  first  person  born  in  Rowley,  on  record,  was  Ed- 
ward Carlton,  born  1639,  ancestor  of  those  of  that  name 
in  this  town.  The  otfser  persons  born  this  year,  were 
Thomas  Migall,  ancestor  of  the  first  Mrs.  Dutch,  Jona- 
than Lambert,  Jonathan  Remmington,  and  Mary  Jack- 
son. William  Tenny,  the  great  grandfather  of  our 
Deacon  Tenny,  was  born  1610,  and  was  chosen  Deacon 
in  1667  ?  and  it  is  a  circumstance  w  orthy  of  notice,  that 
there  have  been  in  our  churches  of  his  descendants,  per- 
sons bearing  that  office,  from  that  time  to  the  present 
day  ;  and  several  of  tfie  same  family  have  held  the  same 
office  in  oiher  churches.  In  October  1639,  Robert  and 
Anna  Haseltine  were  married  ;  the  first  couple  on  record, 
November  14,  1682,  Anah  widow  of  Robert  Haseltine 
and  Anah  widow  of  Thomas  Hardy,  were  received  into 
the  church  in  this  town  ;  and  were  as  a  note  attached  to 
the  church  records  by  Mr.  Symmes,  informs  us,  the 
first  received  by  confession.  The  first  birth  record- 
ed in  this  town,  is  that  of  Martha  Wilford,  daughter 
of  Gilbert  Wilford,  born  January  18th,  I67I.  The  first 
death  recorded,  is  that  of  John  Simmonds,  son  of  John 
Simmonds,  July  SOth,  I67I.  The  first  marriage,  is  that 
of  William  Hardy  and  Ruth  Tenny,  May  3d,  1678. 
The  first  person  baptized,  was  Hannah,  daughter  of 
John  and  Hannah  Boynton,  December  11th,  I68S, 


2.  The  following  persons  have  held  the  office  of  Dea- 
con in  this  town. 

Time  of  appointment.    Names.  Deceased.  Age. 

David  Haseltine, 
Woodman, 
1712       Richard  Bailey, 
ijiit       Samuel  Tonny, 
I718  Hall.  ' 

IN  THE  WESi'  FAKISH. 

1728  Moses  Day, 

1730  Joseph  Hall, 

1730  Thomas  Kimhall, 
Thomas  Carlton, 

1745  David  Walker, 

1750  Moses  Day, 

1754  Stephen  Kimball, 

1763  Ohediah  Kimball, 
1797  Richard  Walker, 
1804  John  Griffin, 
1806  John  Hasseltine. 

IN  THE  EAST  PARISH. 

1727  Richard  Bailey, 

1728  William  Hardy,  died  1747.  aged  81 
1747  Jonathan  Tcnny, 

1759  Nathaniel  .Tewett,    removed  to  TTollis. 

1704  Timothy  Hardy,    Obt.  1777,  small  pox. 

1764  Phillip  Tenny,  Obt.  1783.  aged  77 
1777  William  Balch, 

1779  Thomas  Tenny, 
Phineas  Carlton, 

1797  William  Tenny,' 

1804  Daniel  Stickney, 

1806  Thomas  Morse.' 

It  is  apprehended  this  is  considerably  short  of  a  full 
catalou;iie  of  tho^e  who  have  held  the  office  of  Deacon 
in  this  town,  particularly  of  those  who  were  in  office  be- 
fore the  town  was  divided  into  parishes.  Such  is  the 
writini^  of  the  first  Mr.  Symmes,  I  liave  not  been  able 
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yet  to  decypher  but  a  part  of  the  records  made  by  bim,  and 
since  his  day  there  must  have  been  a  deficiency  in  record- 
ing the  names  of  those  called  to  the  office  of  Deacon, 
as  I  have  found  from  enquiry,  the  names  of  some  who 
are  not  upon  record,  or  I  have  been  so  unfortunate,  after 
repeated  search,  as  not  to  notice  them.  In  the  conclusion 
of  this  article,  it  becomes  my  pleasing  duty  to  remark, 
that,  from  all  the  enquiry  that  I  have  made,  and  from 
the  evidence  afforded  by  the  records  of  tl^e  church,  there 
is  the  greatest  reason  to  believe,  that  mont  or  all  who 
have  been  appointed  to  this  office,  have  been  men  of 
honest  report,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  wisdom,  who 
used  the  office  of  a  Deacon  well. 

March  the  18ih,  1718,  Richard  Eailey  and  Samuel 
Tenny,  were,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Cambridge  platform,  appointed  to  the  office  of  ruling 
Elders.  Of  the  former  of  these  I  have  no  particular 
knowledge,  farther  than  what  may  safely  be  inferred 
from  a  declaration  which  Mr.  T.  Symmes  has  left  on 
record,  as  what  he  himself  said  to  the  church  when  as- 
sembled to  appoint  persons  to  this  office  ;  ^'  that  he  would 
be  content  if  they  would  appoint  the  two  aged  deacons 
to  the  office  of  Elders,"  of  whom  Mr.  Bailey  was  one. 
Of  Elder  Tenny,  who  was  the  other,  and  who  upon  the 
division  of  the  town  into  parishes,  was  appointed  to  the 
same  office  in  this  church,  it  would  be  easy  to  write  a 
considerable  of  a  volume,  filled  with  interesting  circum- 
stances. He  was,  I  apprehend,  both  by  nature  and 
grace,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  this  town  has 
ever  produced  ;  and  as  he  grew  old,  was  truly  patri- 
archal. The  old  people,  now  living,  who  knew  him  io 
some  of  his  last  years,  recollect  with  pleasure  and  thank- 
fulness, the  good  instruction  he  gave  them  in  early  life. 
He  could  write  in  short  hand,  and  was  in  the  habit  of 
taking  off  the  sermons  he  heard,  and  used  to  spend  iha 
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iiitormissiou  on  saljbath  davjj,  in  readiiiti;  iliese  over  to 
thii  people  wlio  stayed  at  the  meeting,- house,  in  prayins; 
Avith  them,  and  in  commiinicalin!^  to  them  good  and 
'wholesome  instruction.  As  he  deserved,  so  he  received 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  town,  being  in  most  of 
its  cofscerns,  preiorred  to  those  offices  which  were  con- 
sidered (he  most  respectable  or  involved  the  greatest 
trust.  One  anecdote  I  shall  record  not  because  it  is  the 
most  interesting  that  might  be  presented,  but  because  it 
may  be  instrumental  in  calling  the  attention  of  some, 
espi'cially  of  the  rising  generation,  to  a  circumstance 
which  perhaps  they  do  not  sufficiently  tiiink  of.  The 
old  gentleman  had  a  plum  tree  stading  by  the  road  a 
little  out  of  sight  from  the  house,  whicii  on  a  certain  year, 
bore  pretty  fully ;  about  the  time  these  were  ripe,  a 
young  man  of  the  nei2;iibourliood  passing  by  and  think- 
ing no  one  was  in  sight,  gave  the  tree  a  shake  and  then 
witli  great  haste  went  to  picking  up  the  plums  which 
fell  to  the  ground.  At  this  moment  the  old  gentleraafi 
providentially  came  out.  But  before  he  liad  said 
any  thing,  the  young  man  under  all  the  em))ar- 
rassment  of  the  moment,  began  to  make  bis  excuse 
and  plead  as  an  apology  for  what  he  was  doing,  that 
be  had  shaken  tlie  tree  but  once.  To  which  the  old 
gentleman  made  this  simple  reply,  that  if  every  one 
should  do  the  same,  that  he  himself  should  not  be  able 
to  shake  even  once.  This  re|)ly,  while  it  suggests  an  in- 
teresting truth,  is  said  to  have  had  a  most  salutary  effect 
{]\um  the  youth.  And  I  hope  that  its  repetition  here  may 
serve,  as  one  inducement  among  many  others,  to  prevent 
the  rising  generation  from  exposing  themselves  to  the 
chagrin  which  this  transgressor  must  have  experienced. 
I^ilih'r  Tenny's  house  was  just  beb)W  JMr.  Nathaniel 
W'allingfords. 
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3.  The  town's  expense  in  17^0,  was  601.  16s,  in 
1820,  900Z.  average  for  the  ten  years  past,  2700  dollars. 
From  which  circumstance  may  be  known^  in  some  de- 
gree, the  increase  of  wealth  in  this  place,  for  the  last 
hundred  years.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  tax  now  is 
greater  according  to  the  value  of  property  than  it  was 
then. 

The  average  expense  for  maintaining  the  poor,  the 
last  10  years,  has  been  839  dollars. f 

The  following  circumstance  will  give  some  idea  of 
the  increase  in  the  value  of  land.  Before  Thomas  Kim- 
hall  moved  into  this  town,  probably  about  the  year  1660 
or  a  little  after,  he  was  driving  a  herd  of  cattle  through 
on  his  way  to  Flaverhill  or  Hampstead,  when  he  was 
met  by  one  of  the  land  holders  in  this  place,  probably 
Haseltine,  who  offered  to  take  his  cattle 
at  a  generous  price,  and  to  let  him  have  land  upon  the 
river  at  eight  pence  an  acre  in  exchange. 

4.  First  Settlers. ^This  town  was  at  first  laid  out  in 
lots,  running  from  the  river  to  what  is  now  called  the 
Howley  line.  These  lots  were  of  different  widths, 
but  the  boundaries  of  most  of  them  are  easily  discovera- 
ble by  the  course  of  the  fences.  And  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  them  are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  descendants 
of  the  first  inhabitants,  to  give  any  one  much  acquainted 
in  town,  an  idea  sufficiently  accurate  of  the  place  where 
the  first  people  lived,  and  the  land  they  occupied.  We 
will  repeat  their  names  in  order,  beginning  at  the  east 
end  of  the  town.  These  were  Joseph  Richardson, 
Jonas  Platts,  John  Hopkinson,  Joseph  Bailey,  Edward 
Wood,  *  Benjamin  Savory,  William  Hutchens  *  Ezra 
Rolf,  Samuel  Tenney,  Frances  Jewett,  Samuel  Woo- 

t  Since  the  writing  of  this  discourse,  the  town  has  purchased  a  house  and 
farm  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  where  it  is  presumed  thej  will  be  made  more, 
comfortable,  and  the  expense  of  maintaining  be  less  than  formerly. 
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ster.  His  lot  was  the  one  on  wliich  Mr.  William  Balch 
now  lives  Next  to  this  was  that  of  Samuel  Stickney. 
Then  followed  that  of  *  John  and  *  William  Hardy, 
brothers  ;  who  it  is  said  came  into  this  country  in  the 
fjimily  of  (tov.  Winthrop  as  labourers.  But  he,  not  find- 
ing business  for  them,  gave  tliem  at  first  land  in  Ipswich, 
but  as  they  did  not  like  the  soil,  he  gave  them  leave 
to  come  to  this  town,  and  furnished  them  with  their  patent. 
Their  house  s(ood  just  back  of  Mr.  David  Mardin's, 
where  the  cellar  may  now  be  seen.  Next  to  them 
was  the  Phillips  Patent,  settled  bj  Abraham  and  Dan- 
iel Parker,  cousins ;  the  former  born  in  Rowley,  the 
other  from  Chelmsford.  Their  house  stood  almost  in  the 
same  place  that  Mr.  Stephen  Parker's  well  now  occu- 
pies. Next  to  them  was  the  Carleton  Patent.  They 
lived  near  the  Mills  described  before.  Then  was  the 
Haseltine  Patent  extending  from  near  the  mouth  of  John- 
son Creek  to  Chad  wick's  Ferry,  and  was  settled  by 
Thomas  Kimball,  whose  place  of  residence  we  have  al- 
ready described,  ^  AA'illiam  Jackson,  *  David  Haseltine^ 
Shubel  Walker,  *  Abraham  Haseltine  and  Capt. 
AV^oodman.  Then  followed  the  lots  of  Thomas  West, 
whose  house  stood  near  where  Abijah  Gage  now  lives, 
and  that  of  John  Boy  nton,  and  John  Griffin.  Next  to  them 
and  extending  to  Andover  line,  was  the  patent  of  John 
Day,  whose  house  was  the  fourth  built  in  the  West  Parish. 
On  his  lot  wore  three  original  settlers,  beside  himself, 
*  Nehemiah  Carleton,  ^'Richard  Hale  and  ^  Alexander 
Campbell.  The  land  on  the  Neck,  so  called,  was  pa- 
tented to  *  Phillip  At  wood  and  John  Head.  Abraham 
Ga;;e,J()hn  Annisnnd  Samuel  Kimball  settled  with  them. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  Physicians,  who 
have  resided  in  this  place.    It  is  not  known  that  they 

JS'otr.  It  is  not  ab'^nhitely  rrrtain  though  highly  probable  that  the  christian 
names  iiuviug  this  iiiark  *  are  correct. 
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stand  in  the  order  of  life.  Bailey,  John  Bishop^ 

from  Ireland,  Ezekiel  Chace,  Benjamin  Mazzy,  John 
Tenny,  who  died  with  the  small  pox,  Seth  Jewett,  Eli- 
jah Proctor,  Manley  Hardy,  Ebenezer  Jewett  died  in 
1817,  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Parker  and  Jeremiah  Spofford^ 
the  present  practioners. 

6.  There  is  a  Post-office  in  this  town  opened  in  1811, 
and  was  granted  at  the  instance  of  Benjamin  Parker,  Esq. 
Such  are  the  arrangements  at  present  in  this  office,  that 
the  people  in  both  Parishes  are  almost  as  well  accommo- 
dated as  though  there  was  one  in  both  places. 

7.  In  addition  to  the  mechanics  already  enumerated, 
we  ought  to  mention,  that  the  town  is  well  furnished  with 
well-taught  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  masons  and  paint- 
ers. And  indeed  with  tradesmen  of  almost  every  descrip- 
tion, whose  personal  services  are  needed  in  common  life, 
and  it  is  with  real  satisfaction,  that  I  add,  that  the  most 
of  them  are  men  of  industrious  habits  and  sober  lives. 

8.  Peat,  and  of  a  very  good  quality,  abounds  in  this 
town.  Large  and  increasing  quantities  of  it  are  cut  every 
year.  And  such  is  the  extent  of  the  meadows,  that  there 
is  the  fiillest  reason  to  believe,  people  of  many  genera- 
tions will  be  supplied  with  good  fuel  without  any 
considerable  advance  from  the  present  price.  It  is  more- 
over the  opinion  of  good  judges  on  the  subject,  that  the 
quantity  of  wood  has  not  diminished  but  rather  increas- 
ed for  the  30  years  past.  And  a  few,  among  whom  is 
Mr.  Daniel  Spofford,  have  commenced  the  cultivation  of 
wood,  by  sowing,  on  suitable  land,  acorns,  walnuts,  &c. 
an  example,  which  it  will  undoubtedly  be  w  ise  for  those 
to  follow  who  have  rough  and  waste  land. 

The  soil  in  this  town  is,  as  has  been  observed,  gener- 
ally good  ;  it  is  also  much  benefitted  by  the  large  quan- 
tities of  salt  hay,  which  are  yearly  brought  into  town ; 
but  its  produce  might  still  foe  greatly  increased  by  the 
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proper  use  of  Plaster  of  Paris.  And  it  is  not  a  little  sur-  - 
prising,  after  wiiat  is  kuown  on  the  subject,  that  this  arti- 
cle is  so  little  used  in  this  town  and  vicinity.  I  have  found 
itof  the  £;reatest  service  in  my  garden.  It  is  well  known 
that  Mr.  David  How,  of  Haverhill,  who  so  far  as  the 
cultivation  of  land  is  concerned,  is  not  only  one  of  the 
greatest  but  best  farmers  in  this  part  of  the  county, 
makes  great  use  of  and  linds  it  of  great  sevvice.  And 
why  should  it  not  be  equally  beneficial  to  others,  and  if 
so  why  not  use  it  ? 

9.  Meeting  Houses,  When  the  first  meeting-house 
was  built  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  It  must 
have  been,  as  appears  from  circumstances,  several  vears 
before  the  first  meeting  of  the  town  on  record.  In  1705 
a  vote  passed  to  build  a  new  meeting  house,  48  feet  long 
and  4rS  broad  ;  but  it  was  afterwards  voted  it  should  be 
40  feet  wide  and  20  feet  between  plate  and  sill:  and 
Capt.  David  Haseltine,  John  Chadwick  and  Knsign  Jo- 
seph Bailey  were  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  about 
the  expense  of  such  a  building,  and  Capt.  Haseltine, 
Cornet  Richard  Kimball,  and  John  Hutchins  a  commit- 
tee to  carry  on  the  building. 

In  17-^5?  the  year  the  town  was  divided  into  parishes, 
this  parish  built  their  first  meeting-liouse.  Standing  as 
you  all  know,  but  a  little  distance  from  the  one  in  which 
we  now  worship. 

In  1790  the  one  in  which  we  now  worship  was  built. 
The  committee  entrusted  with  tlie  direction  of  this  were 
I5iadstreet  Parker,  Phineas  Carleton,  William  l?;)lch, 
iSamuel  Adams,  lietier  H.  Parker,  Tli(mias  Morse 
and  Peter  Russell.  The  contractors  were  Phineas 
Carleton,  Khenezer  Hopkinson.  Silas  Hopkinson,  Ed- 
ward Sargent,  and  the  sum  for  whicli  (hey  undertook  it 
was  £ij0'2  S  0;  and  it  is  no  more  than  ju'^lire  to  sny,  the 
plan  doew  i;'rcat  credit  to  the  conimiUee  who  contrived  it, 
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and  the  work  to  those  who  performed  it.  It  is  certainly 
a  very  convenient  and  neatly  finished  house.  I  wish  I 
coukl  addj  that  it  was  in  all  respects  in  that  state  of  per- 
fect repair  which  a  true  regard  to  beauty  and  economy 
really  requires.  i 

About  the  year  17^0  those  who  separated  from  this 
Parish  bought  a  meeting-house  in  Rowley,  and  moved 
it  into  the  east  part  of  this  town,  where  they  met,  for 
some  timcj  for  religious  services.  This  building  has 
since  been  removed,  and  is  now  improved  by  the  Bap- 
tist society  in  Rowley. 

The  west  parish  built  their  present  meeting-house  in 
1751.  The  committee  appointed  to  attend  to  the  build- 
ing of  this  were  Benjamin  Gage,  Daniel  Thurston^  Na- 
thaniel Gage,  Josiah  Chandler  and  Moses  Gage. 

10.  It  was  observed  in  the  discourse,  that  this  town 
was  always  ready  and  did  in  reality  bear  its  full  pro-^ 
portion  of  the  expense  and  labour  of  the  revolutiona- 
ry war.  One  instance  of  the  remarkable  preservation  of 
the  lives  of  those,  from  this  town,  in  the  day  of  battle,  is 
worthy  of  being  recorded.  Capt.  Nathaniel  Gage,  with 
a  company  of  40  men  from  this  town  was  in  the  Battle 
at  Bunker  Hill,  and  in  a  place  much  exposed  to  the  en- 
emy, an  yet  not  a  life  was  lost.  This  company  had  been 
instructed  in  military  manoeuvres  by  an  English  deserter 

who  is  still  living  in  H  .    And  was  one  of  the  best 

disciplined  and  most  effective  companies  engaged  in  that 
ever-memorable  day. 

There  was  something  of  a  similar  preserving  provi- 
dence extended  to  the  company,  which  marched  from 
this  to  Stillwater,  N.  Y.  during  the  French  war  of  1755, 
under  the  command  of  Tapt.  William  Kimball.  All  of 
whom  returned  again  to  their  own  homes  in  safety.  The 
journal  of  Capt.  K.  during  this  service  has  been  pre- 
^served  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Jesse  Kimball^  Esq, 
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11.  There  are  iu  the  East  parish  ISl  houses;  165 
families;  131  married  couples  ;  10  widowers;  36  wid- 
ows ;  39  male  and  71  female  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  now  in  the  parish.  The  whole  number 
belonging  to  the  church  about  130.  9  CalviniS'ic  Bap- 
tist professors  ;  9  Free-will  Baptist  professors  ;  17O 
baptised  persons  not  in  full  communion.  About  500 
persons  under  21  ;  10  above  80 ;  and  850  in  all.  In 
the  West  parish  there  are  94  houses  :  97  married  coup- 
les ;  8  widowers  ;  24  widows  :  25  male  and  35  female 
members  of  the  Congregational  church  ;  12  Calvinistic 
Baptist  professors  ;  15  Freewill  Baptist  professors  ; 
about  450  under  21  years  ;  8  above  80  ;  800  in  all. 

And  now  before  I  come  to  a  final  conclusion,  I  will 
take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  obligations  to  all, 
who  have  assisted  me  in  collecting  any  of  the  facts  con- 
tained in  this  discourse,  particularly  to  the  old,  for  the 
cheerfulness  with  which  they  have  heard  and  answered 
my  many  inquiries.  Aod  I  will  further  observe,  however 
highly  1  may  have  esteemed  and  respected  them  before,  I 
have,  from  the  intercourse,  which  the  writing  of  (his  dis- 
course has  caused  me  to  have  with  them,  found  abundant 
cause  slill  more  highly  to  esteem  and  respect  them,  espe- 
cially when  in  addition  to  the  wisdom  which  experience 
has  taught  them,  their  old  fx^a  is  found  iu  the  wai/sof  right- 
eousness. And  I  do  believe,  did  the  youth  know  what 
a  fund  of  useful  information  they  have,  information  too. 
which  can  be  found  oidy  with  them,  concerning  the  ways 
of  God  and  the  conduct  of  men  in  this  town,  afid  the  in- 
teresting manner,  in  which  many  of  them  communicate 
this  l;n()wledi;;e.  their  company  would  be  "-ought  for  as 
that  from  which  the  greatest  delight  and  pleasarc  wtre 
to  be  derived. 


